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He’s got  
     the look
Alumnus Pierre Woods  
lives the life of a top model. 
Another academic year has ended. 
As has been the case since Illinois State’s first commencement in 1860, each student com-
pleting a degree this spring was given the opportunity to cross the stage. The University 
orchestrated six separate ceremonies for approximately 3,400 graduates within 24 hours. 
The history behind this tradition is included in this issue. Take a moment to read 
how the ceremony has evolved through the 
years. Note that the most significant part of the 
event remains unchanged: Graduates are still 
individually recognized. 
Those who attend a commencement leave 
in awe of the fact ISU stages such a traditional 
ceremony. I believe this is the most appropri-
ate conclusion to the Redbird experience, as it 
completes the University’s promise to provide 
personal attention to every incoming student.
The pledge is a significant undertaking, 
given Illinois State enrolls 21,000. And yet the 
commitment to shepherd each student is em-
braced across the University, deemed essential to 
fulfilling our mission to gladly learn and teach. 
I firmly believe the responsibility is shared 
by all on campus, not just the administration and faculty. In fact, the care a student needs 
is often received from staff members working quietly behind the scenes. 
There are myriad unsung heroes at the University. I am fortunate to hear of their 
deeds from grateful families. They share with me their appreciation for the Admissions 
team member who provided guidance about what it takes to become a Redbird. I hear 
praise for academic advisors who shoulder the responsibility of making certain students 
obtain the required credits. And I have met numerous students who are able to attend 
because a Financial Aid officer invested the time to help them find needed funds. 
From offering practical workshops on how to communicate with a professor to mak-
ing personal visits to residence halls just to confirm the semester is going well, Illinois 
State employees perform their duties with a passion for the young people they serve. 
I believe that is why commencement weekend is appreciated across campus. There 
is obvious joy as staff members applaud each student who has achieved while under 
their wing. My respect and gratitude for the ISU team matches the overwhelming pride I 
share in our students, who have literally found at the University all that they need to take 
the next step forward in life. 
There is no better reason or season to celebrate, which is why graduation at ISU 
puts the focus on every single student. Does the approach result in a long commence-
ment ceremony? You bet. I would not script the event any other way. 
Al Bowman
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8 Conquering barriers
   Wrestling was a passion for Greg Gardner ’91, 
who was a nationally ranked Redbird. He taught 
and coached until paralyzed in 2005. Today he 
inspires others through a foundation he created 
to help the disabled. He moves forward with the 
support of his alumna spouse and ISU wrestling 
teammates. 
14 Mr. GQ, literally
   Pierre Woods ’04 jumpstarted his career with a 
modeling competition while at ISU. Experiences 
as an undergrad fueled his tenacity. He worked a 
runway in Italy after graduation, which resulted 
in contracts with top designers. Now a represen-
tative for Ralph Lauren, Woods is praised as the 
next supermodel in the making. 
20 Why Occupy?
   Allison Kilkenny ’05 followed the New York City 
Occupy Wall Street movement as a reporter who 
counters the conservative media. She is a bold 
voice for her generation as she covers America’s 
mounting financial woes, which are not easily 
understood. Economics Professor Emeritus Neil 
Skaggs explains how the U.S. spiraled into finan-
cial turmoil, and why Americans are increasingly 
frustrated with Wall Street.
26 Praise for Hayes
   Hollywood sensation Sean Hayes enthralled stu-
dents during a campus conversation, in which he 
talked about how he made it from Illinois State 
to the bright lights of Broadway and Los Angeles. 
Hayes is now the executive producer of two 
television shows. His talent, humor, and humility 
were on display as he revealed the work behind 
the glitz and glamour.
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RedbirdAthletics
Former Illinois State Director of Athletics for women Lau-rie Mabry was recognized in January during a Redbird 
women’s basketball game against Creigh-
ton. A banner honoring Mabry’s 25 years 
of service to Illinois State was unfurled 
prior to the game. 
The recognition of Mabry and her 
successes kicked off a year-long cele-
bration of Redbird women’s athletics to 
coincide with the 40-year anniversary 
of Title IX. 
Mabry, who served as the director of 
athletics for women at Illinois State from 
1960-1982, also served as the Redbird 
women’s golf coach and the women’s 
basketball coach. 
Mabry was inducted in the National 
Associate of Collegiate Directors Hall 
of Fame in 1982. She was inducted into 
the Illinois State Athletics Percy Family 
Hall of Fame in 1994, and the Women’s 
Institute on Sport and Education Hall of 
Fame that same year. 
During her ISU tenure, the depart-
ment hosted the first women’s basketball 
national tournament in 1972. She led 
Illinois State’s women’s sports to a major 
national program. 
In addition to taking Redbird wom-
en’s athletics to new heights, Mabry also 
worked to advance women’s athletics 
on a national stage. As one of the found-
ers and a former president of the Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate Athletics for 
Women, Mabry was instrumental in the 
enactment of Title IX into law. Mabry 
will be honored with the 2012 Path-
finder Award at the annual American 
Alliance for Health, Physical Education 
and Dance and Illinois Association for 
Health, Physical Education and Dance 
convention. 
Mabry retired from Illinois State in 
1985, finishing her career as a professor 
in heath, physical education, recreation 
and dance. Today the program is known 
as kinesiology and recreation.  
Mabry’s banner is the 10th to hang 
in Redbird Arena. Women’s basketball 
greats Cathy Boswell ’83; Charlotte Lewis 
’78, ’01; Kristi Cirone ’09; and Jill Hutchi-
son, M.S. ’69, are represented. Others 
honor former men’s basketball players 
Doug Collins ’73, Bubbles Hawkins, and 
Jeff Wilkins. Former head coach Will 
Robinson and former Director of Athlet-
ics Milt Weisbecker are also remembered 
with a banner. 
Banner raised to Redbird Arena rafters
First and only director of ISU women’s Athletics honored
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Free memberships for  
Reggie’s Kids Club
Become a part of the fastest growing club on 
the Illinois State University campus—Reg-
gie’s Kids Club. This exclusive club for ISU 
fans 12 years of age and younger is now of-
fering free memberships. Get all the value of 
being a member of Reggie’s Kids Club with-
out any cost. For more information about 
Reggie’s Kids Club, visit GoRedbirds.com, or 
contact Kelby Weiter at (309) 438-3399.
ISU stadium vital to 
local economy
Illinois State’s Hancock Stadium has a $4.1 
million annual impact on the local economy, 
according to a faculty analysis. In 2009 alone, 
Hancock was the venue for more than 60 
university and community events.
“Hancock Stadium serves as a significant 
economic engine in the Bloomington-Normal 
community,” said Associate Professor of 
Economics Sherrilyn Billger. She completed 
the study with Frank Beck, director of the Ste-
venson Center for Community and Economic 
Development. 
The data reinforces the need for renova-
tion work, which gained approval from the 
Board of Trustees in February. The project is 
estimated to cost between $20 and $25 mil-
lion, with completion set for next year. 
“As we begin the process to renovate 
Hancock Stadium, we must remember that 
this facility is not only important to Illinois 
State, it is a major community resource,” 
President Al Bowman said. 
“We look forward to creating a facil-
ity that will help recruit talented student-
athletes, bring more fans to Redbird football 
games and attract new activities and events 
to the University and community,” Director 
of Athletics Gary Friedman said.
Gifts will be crucial to completing the 
work. Individuals desiring to invest in the 
project can do so at IllinoisState.edu/giving 
or by calling (309) 438-3264.
Alumni and fans of Illinois State Ath-
letics looking for a place to watch the 
Redbirds with other ISU fans now have 
an opportunity, thanks to the Illinois 
State Comcast SportsNet Chicago Watch 
Headquarters. 
Redbird Athletics has identified 10 
locations as watch headquarters for the 
Redbirds, and are looking to add more. 
Each specified location will always 
have Illinois State games on when Red-
bird games are being broadcast. 
The local watch headquarters in 
Bloomington-Normal include Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Pub II, and Times Past 
Inn. The Buffalo Wild Wings on Wabash 
Avenue in Springfield, is another select 
Illinois State Comcast SportsNet Chi-
cago Watch location. 
For the Illinois State Chicago alum-
ni, Four Farthings at Cleveland Avenue 
and Lincoln Avenue has access to ESPN3, 
as well as The Stretch Bar & Grill on 
Clark Street in Wrigleyville. 
In addition, there are four TGI Fri-
day locations committed to showing Illi-
nois State telecasts. The restaurants are 
located at 15407 South La Grange Road 
in Orland Park; 153 East Erie Street in 
Chicago; 151 East Townline Road in Ver-
non Hills; and 1695 East Golf Road in 
Schaumburg.
Other businesses looking to help 
“Spread the Red” and become an Illinois 
State Comcast SportsNet Chicago Watch 
Headquarter should contact Todd Kober, 
Associate Athletics Director for Commu-
nications, at gtkober@ilstu.edu. 
Watch headquarters established for fans
Don’t miss the teams in action
Visit GoRedbirds.com for a complete schedule of all upcoming competition. 
Download the Tag reader by texting TAG to 71857.
Visit GoRedbirds.com  
or (309) 438-8000
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by Susan Marquardt Blystone
TRIUMPH 
OVER 
TRAGEDY
Paralysis can’t crush alum’s spirit or mission
Greg Gardner ’91 came to campus as a state wrestling champ, mentally and physically psyched 
for the grueling schedule of an NCAA 
student-athlete. Equally determined to 
gain his teaching credentials, he was 
ready to tackle classes in DeGarmo Hall. 
Greg lived his dream of wrestling 
well at Illinois State, rising to a national 
ranking two consecutive years. He ex-
celled with his College of Education de-
gree, becoming a beloved Central Illinois 
special education teacher and respected 
administrator. 
But what he really gained from 
his days as a Redbird was something 
far more nebulous and precious: A soul 
mate who shared his better days, but 
also stayed for those that were far more 
worse than either could have envisioned. 
The dark days started with a routine 
jog before work on the rainy morning of 
January 11, 2005. In a tragic split second, 
Greg’s world was shattered by an acci-
dent that left him a quadriplegic. 
“It was a Tuesday morning. I was 
home getting the kids ready, and knew 
he should have been back,” recalled his 
wife, Roxanne (Rahn) ’89. Her anxiety 
escalated when a neighbor arrived with 
news that Greg had been hit by a vehicle 
near their Springfield home. Struck from 
behind, he ended up on the car’s hood. 
Greg’s left tibia was shattered. As he 
was rushed to the hospital with a com-
pound fracture, Roxanne was concerned 
about an infection from the open wound. 
She worried about Greg’s heart, as he 
was still recovering from surgery months 
earlier to fix a mitro valve. Jogging was 
part of a regiment to regain his strength. 
Greg was alert and moving at the 
hospital. He expressed to Roxanne his 
dismay over the stress his accident cre-
ated for her. She had just ended a fight 
against thyroid cancer. How would she 
care for him and their girls—Bre, Brooke, 
and Kate, who were 10 or younger at the 
time—while still rebounding from her 
own physical battle?
The weight she would carry multi-
plied when it became clear after surgery 
that there were complications. Not only 
had Greg suffered a stroke, but a spinal 
cord compression left him paralyzed 
from the chest down. 
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“I wake up every morning and say 
there’s gonna be things I’m limited 
to. I’m still going to have a good life, 
but it’s just going to be a different 
kind of life.”
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team went from filling the hospital wait-
ing room and providing meals for six 
months to building a home addition to 
accommodate a hospital bed. 
The help was desperately needed, 
as Greg was unable to move his right 
side when discharged. “For the first 
six months to a year I worked just 
to touch my nose and feed myself,” 
said Greg, who was 36 at the time 
of the accident. The effort was 
especially excruciating for him 
as a disciplined athlete who had 
moved with such precision and 
speed on the wrestling mat.
“I wrestled early on and I loved 
it,” Greg said, explaining that the sport 
is a passion pursued by the entire family. 
His father, Jack, and uncle Jim Gardner, 
coached the sport. They started working 
with Greg when he was 10. 
By the time he reached Springfield’s 
Southeast High School, Greg’s abilities 
were known throughout the community. 
A three-time city champion, he made it 
to state three times and earned all-state 
honors his junior and senior years.
Greg captured the first state wres-
tling championship for Springfield as a 
senior in 1986, winning the title at 155 
pounds. He ended that season with a 
43-0 record—including 32 pins—and 
finished his high school career with 136 
wins. Along the way he captured third 
place at the Jr. National Freestyle Tour-
nament, earning All-American status. 
In the off-season he opted for football, 
becoming a captain and MVP of the high 
school team. 
Greg’s athletic ability caught 
the eye of the late Illinois State head 
wrestling coach George Girardi, who 
was eager to add another Gardner to 
his team. His older brother, Mark ’91, 
M.S. ’00, also wrestled as a Redbird; as 
did their younger brother, Brad ’96, and 
cousin, Andy ’94. 
Beyond continuing a family legacy, 
Greg’s five-year scholarship meant the 
opportunity to pursue his dream of 
working in special education. “Academ-
ics were hard for me. Given my own 
learning struggles, I picked special 
education,” Greg said. “I wanted to teach 
and coach.” 
After a redshirt year, he was eager 
to compete again. In his second match, 
Greg blew out his knee. The injury 
required reconstructive surgery and 
ended his season, but the setback was 
temporary. Gardner persevered and rose 
to be ranked in the nation’s top 12 as a 
junior and senior. He was named MVP 
and captain his last two years at ISU, 
advanced to the NCAA championships 
as a senior, and finished with an overall 
record of 83-32. 
“I wrestled early on and I loved it.”
“It was the hardest moment ever 
to act like our world was not de-
stroyed,” Roxanne said. “I tried to pro-
tect him as much as I could. There was 
no crying over his bed. I kept things as 
simple and positive as possible.” 
Greg was in a medical stupor in 
intensive care. “I still don’t remember 
that first month,” he said. Roxanne 
went into a tailspin, relying on the fam-
ily’s strong faith. There were “lots of 
great God moments,” she said, recall-
ing how the Redbird cohort of Greg’s 
wrestling buddies ral-
lied with the couple’s 
extended family, 
friends from their 
Baptist church,  
and coworkers. 
The Gardner 
Roxanne shared many of those 
Redbird moments, as the two met at 
Illinois State through their roommates. 
She was working toward an early child-
hood degree when they became a couple 
in 1986. Their first date was a Chinese 
meal shared in Wright Hall on Valen-
tine’s Day. 
The two married in 1991 and settled 
into teaching jobs in the Springfield 
area. Greg completed a master’s in 
education administration at University 
of Illinois-Springfield. He returned to 
Southeast High School to teach behav-
ioral disorder kids before becoming a 
department chair, coaching a National 
Freestyle Team of wrestlers on the side. 
He also joined his father at the high 
school as an assistant wrestling coach, 
taking over as head coach at his alma 
mater when Jack retired from the posi-
tion in 2003. That same year Greg be-
came assistant regional superintendent 
of schools for Sangamon County.
Less than 24 months later, the rou-
tine was shattered. Greg could no longer 
work. His energy was focused on regain-
ing strength and some mobility. There 
were multiple hospitalizations and 
intense physical therapy that continues 
yet today.
“I still work out three hours a day, 
five days a week,” Greg said. It takes 
huge effort to maintain the limited arm 
movement he has regained. The family 
has relocated to a wheelchair-accessible 
home and acquired a vehicle that Greg 
can operate, giving him the freedom 
needed to move forward. 
He has done so with the same 
determination and attitude he displayed 
as a champion athlete. Having made the 
decision to put aside bitterness, Greg 
forgives the car’s driver. His mantra is to 
“live in the minute.”
“I wake up every morning and say 
there’s gonna be things I’m limited to. 
I’m still going to have a good life, but it’s 
just going to be a different kind of life,” 
Greg said. “It is absolutely a choice.” 
On many days, it’s a difficult one 
to make. He struggled through some 
breakdowns, especially while initially 
hospitalized. “It was hard to give up my 
career, and there are so many things I 
miss about that. I have had to set new 
goals and be realistic,” Greg said. At the 
top of his list is to “set a good example 
for my girls and Roxanne,” which ex-
plains how there is so much joy despite 
adversity in the Gardner household. 
“We have made a conscious decision 
that we want to be positive,” Roxanne 
said. When the girls initially asked her 
the hard questions about Greg’s ability to 
walk again, which doctors say is doubt-
ful, Roxanne emphasized that he is still 
their dad. They adapted remarkably, in 
At ISU, Greg found a soul mate who shared his better days, but 
stayed for those that were worse than either could have envisioned. 
Roxanne and Greg were college sweethearts who married in 1991. They remain happily married and are the proud parents 
of three daughters, from left, Brooke, Bre, and Kate. Bre will contine the family ISU legacy as a freshman in the fall.
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“The truest form of 
being a champion is 
overcoming adversity.”
large part because Greg displays a sense 
of humor that is appreciated as much by 
the medical staff as his kids. 
“His personality, what he stands 
for, and who he is as a person did not 
change,” Roxanne said, noting the fam-
ily has grown stronger through their 
struggle. “We have become better people 
because we have lived through this expe-
rience. We have gained a compassion for 
others with special needs.” 
From that emotion has come action. 
Greg uses his talents as an educator and 
administrator to help others. He does so 
through Individual Differences Inc., a 
nonprofit agency he founded in 2008 to 
provide support for persons with  
disabilities. 
“Everybody is born with an innate 
personality or quality to do one special 
thing,” he said. “Mine is to work with 
others who are disadvantaged.” 
Beyond creating a space where 
individuals in need of physical therapy 
can come to workout, Individual Differ-
ences offers equipment on loan. It is also 
a source of information and advocacy 
services. Greg consults for families pur-
suing accommodations for a child within 
a school district. All services are free. 
The work fills his schedule, which 
no longer includes coaching. The in-
ability to demonstrate a move is just 
too frustrating. His love for wrestling 
remains strong, however, and he is still 
applauded for his accomplishments and 
contributions to the sport. 
He was inducted into the Spring-
field Sports Hall of Fame last year, and 
received the Medal of Courage from 
the Illinois chapter of USA Wrestling’s 
National Wrestling Hall of Fame. The 
awards are meaningful, as Gardner cred-
its the sport with his ability to rebuild 
his life. 
“There are so many positives to 
being an athlete. I know what it takes 
to improve. And all those little things 
I learned in wrestling have made me 
disciplined in setting goals. Wrestling 
and athletics definitely helped me with 
recovery,” said Greg, who frequently 
shares his story through speaking  
engagements. 
Physical therapy is an important part of Greg’s routine. He sets aside three hours on five days of each week 
to maintain his limited upper-body movement. 
But it doesn’t take a microphone for 
Greg to be heard. Each day of his life is 
a poignant example for others. Always 
an educator, he now teaches how to 
triumph over tragedy, which is the most 
important lesson he can impart. Not sur-
prisingly, he sums up his message with a 
sports analogy.
“The truest form of being a cham-
pion is overcoming adversity,” he said. 
“It shows character.”  
Indeed, it does. 
12   Illinois State   May 2012
Motivational moment
Hear Greg Gardner’s message of courage and hope online at IllinoisState.edu/
magazine. To learn more about his foundation, Individual Differences Inc., go to 
IndividualDifferencesInc.org. Download the Tag reader by texting TAG to 71857.
Greg and Roxanne (Rahn) Gardner have 
been able to soar again on the wings of their fellow 
Redbirds, who helped pull the couple and their three 
daughters through a lengthy season of pain and suf-
fering.
Greg Gardner’s life-changing accident was a ral-
lying cry for his Illinois State wrestling comrades, who 
responded immediately with the goal of sustaining 
their teammate as he literally retooled his mind and 
body to begin a radically different life chapter. 
They have not left Greg’s side during the 
seven years since his 2005 accident, remaining a 
faithful resource for everything from raising funds to 
scheduling fun. “We just felt it was the natural thing 
to do for one of our brothers,” said Mark Mammen 
’91. “We were always a tightknit group of guys on that 
wrestling team.”
The men have remained close despite the fact 
their sport was eliminated by the University as part 
of a difficult Title IX gender equity management deci-
sion. The men’s wrestling and soccer teams were dis-
banded, with a women’s soccer team added in 1995.
The competition ended, but the relationships 
and memories remain strong, especially for Mark and 
Greg. They were high school rivals who became close 
friends at Illinois State, practicing against each other 
as Redbirds and serving as team captains their senior 
year.  
Now the director of industrial rehabilitation at 
Safeworks Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, Mark is a 
member of the School of Kinesiology and Recreation 
Academic Advisory Committee. His daughter, Mi-
randa, is currently enrolled at ISU, where Mark made 
lifelong friendships.
 He joins his former teammates for a reunion  
Former Redbird wrestlers are a source of strength for the Gardner family. Shown with Greg above are, from left, 
Kevin Bracken, Tim Allegretti, Mike Meluch, Mickey Marchese, and Mike Mammen. 
WRESTLING ALUMS BECOME GARDNER’S A-TEAM
legiate friends. In addition to Mammen, the group 
includes John Kane ’90, Kevin Bracken ’95, Mike 
Meluch ’94, Tim Allegretti ’90, Mickey Marchese ’90, 
and Chuck Wagner ’93.
Beyond their bond as student-athletes, they all 
share an enormous respect for Greg. 
“He is a fighter and a tough competitor. He will 
never give up,” Mark said.  “I am very proud of the 
way he has responded to his situation and what he is 
doing with it. He’s a huge inspiration to a lot of people, 
including myself.” 
every year or two, with about 20 typically attending. 
And when they hear of a need, they respond. Mark 
learned of Greg’s accident while coaching at a wres-
tling meet in Peoria. He was at Greg’s hospital bed the 
next day, and still plans regular visits. 
“Those actions are powerful,” Roxanne said, 
remembering the tears she and Greg shared when the 
wrestling cohort walked into a Springfield fundraiser 
with cash in hand to show their support. 
“We are a fraternity of brothers,” Greg said, 
voicing appreciation for the faithfulness of his col-
ISU WRESTLING T
EAM 1990-91
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Greg Gardner, back row, second from left, with his ISU wrestling teammates.
Too cool for school.
That’s the look clients like Ralph Lauren want when Pierre Woods 
’04 steps in front of the camera. Woods consistently delivers, strik-
ing a flawless image whether he’s sweating through a summer shoot 
on a Miami rooftop in a wool blazer or shivering on Mount Hood in a 
snowflake sweater. 
The 30-year-old GQ cover model has come a long way from 
his days as a boy who hated trying on clothes. Woods has modeled 
everything from boxers to eyeglasses on shoots that have taken him to 
polo fields and tarmacs. He’s ridden bareback and held the reigns of a 
sleigh pulled by Clydesdales. And he’s taken a five-hour shower while 
shooting an ad for Kohler, with the scene plastered on a downtown 
Chicago billboard. 
“I had so many people calling, saying, ‘Pierre, is that you taking a 
shower?’” he said, laughing. “That was the first time it really hit me that 
I was actually a model.”
Woods is now five years into a sensational career. He does photo 
shoots for high-end department stores, including Bloomingdale’s and 
Saks Fifth Avenue. He also appears in ads for The Olympic Collection 
by Ralph Lauren, an official outfitter of the 2012 U.S. Olympic Team. 
PIERRE WOODS KNOWS 
HOW TO ROCK THE RUNWAY
        by Kate Arthur
MODEL
BEHAVIOR
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This could be the second Olympics campaign for Woods, 
who has already shot the ads for this year’s games. 
He makes a living standing in front of stylists as they tug at 
his shirt and tie his shoelaces in a perfect bow. The experi-
ence is not what he anticipated as a skinny teen who 
was teased for his looks. It wasn’t until he became 
a swimmer, adding 20 pounds of muscle, 
that people started seeing him differently. 
“I was so accustomed to people 
looking at me because they were going 
to make fun of me, and then it changed,” 
Woods said. “I don’t think I ever really 
warmed up to the change.”
His current New York City lifestyle 
is indeed a radical shift from his childhood 
in Galesburg and his days at Illinois State. He 
attended on a track and field scholarship, while 
completing his marketing degree. He entered a 
modeling competition as an undergraduate and 
won, but he had to decline a contract or lose his 
athletic scholarship. 
He pursued a more traditional career after gradu-
ation, taking a job refinancing mortgages with Wells 
Fargo. On his way home one evening, he heard a radio spot 
for a model search. Unable to resist the urge to try again, he 
answered the Chicago casting call.
Woods was among those chosen. Told he’d have 
to pay a $600 fee to go in front of agents at an event in 
Washington, D.C., he headed for the door. But Woods was 
stopped by agency representatives who liked his look. 
They waived his fee and covered his expenses, asking only 
that he work the registration table.
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He left the D.C. event with a Ford Models Chi-
cago contract. Woods balanced the agency’s shoots 
with his job, until he was offered a month-long cast-
ing call in Italy. There was only a slim chance he’d 
be selected, yet he left the security of Wells Fargo. 
“I had my education and some experience. I 
decided this was the opportunity of a lifetime, so 
I took it,” he said. With no idea what to pack, he 
squeezed in everything from a first aid kit to cans  
of beef stew and jerky. 
The risk paid high dividends. Woods was 
selected for a runway show, and began working 
with high-end designers Dolce & Gabbana and 
Ferragamo. Now represented by New York Model 
Management, his work takes him from Manhattan 
to Los Angeles. 
Woods is now accustomed to chaos behind 
the runway scenes, which gives him an adrenaline 
rush. “I don’t think of it as being nervous, I think of 
it as being excited. There are so many things going 
on around you, you just can’t wait to get out there.”
He credits his Illinois State experiences with 
helping him handle the challenges and setbacks 
that come with a modeling career. 
As a student-athlete, Woods’ events were 
hurdles, the high jump, 400-meter, and relays. 
While competing he suffered a freak accident that 
almost cost him his foot. He was practicing for the 
high jump when someone ran in front of him. To 
avoid a collision, Woods altered his landing and 
came down on a metal rod. He lost circulation in 
his dislocated foot.
He redshirted, gaining an extra year on campus 
that allowed him to pick up an economics minor. He 
also became active in the Student Government As-
sociation, serving as an off-campus senator. 
“Being involved helped develop my personal-
ity,” he said. “Knowing ISU entrusts so much to its 
student body helps build your confidence. It makes 
you feel like you can actually do whatever you want 
to do after college. That helped when I had to de-
cide whether I was going to choose modeling.”
Confidence also helps Woods deal with rejec-
tion. He noted that for every client who says yes, 10 
will say no.
“When I first started, it was very frustrat-
ing. I had a lot of days when I asked myself why 
I was doing this,” he said. “What I had to realize 
was not every casting was going to turn into a job, 
but every casting could be a learning experience. 
I went back to my old track and field days. You’re 
not going to win every race.”
Woods is, however, steadily moving to the 
head of the field. He was voted in an Internet sur-
vey as one of the world’s most beautiful men, and 
fashion bloggers suggest he could become the next 
black male supermodel. Tyson Beckford, the Ralph 
Lauren model turned actor who is host of Make Me 
a Supermodel, has met with Woods. 
Although he’s known for his slightly serious, 
conservative look as a model, Woods relishes the 
chance to show his cheerful side—like the time he 
danced with gifts in a JC Penney holiday commer-
cial. He’d like to find more opportunities to smile, 
and his next step could be acting. 
The 30-year-old GQ cover model has come a long  
way from his days as a boy who hated trying on clothes.
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Despite his success and bright future, Woods 
remains an average guy with a laid back personality 
that makes him approachable. Friends track him  
on Facebook and Twitter, which he uses to respond 
to questions. 
“One of the things I pride myself on is trying 
to give guidance to people who want to know more 
about modeling,” he said. “I love to interact with 
people, and I’m always very honored to hear from 
them. When people say they’re inspired by my work, 
that makes me feel really good.”
One of the most common questions he gets is 
whether he keeps the clothes. He doesn’t. Usually 
they’re samples. A shirt might even be missing a 
piece in the back that was turned into a swatch.  And 
when it comes to what’s in his own closet, his style is 
simple: jeans, a button-down shirt, and a blazer, often 
in drab New York colors. 
Woods surprisingly is not into shopping, perhaps 
because of the struggle involved. He is 6'2" and has 
long arms that make it tough to find shirts that fit. 
Sometimes he’ll wear his sleeves rolled up, but not 
because it’s cool. 
“That means when I bought it, it fit, but then I 
washed it and it shrank.”
And yes, sometimes his wife will ask him if 
that’s really what he’s wearing when they are getting 
ready to go out. 
 “She will definitely check my outfit,” he said, 
laughing. “She’ll say, ‘You might want to dress nicer,’ 
and I’m like, ‘But this is nice right here.’ She gives me 
fashion tips, which I think is kind of funny.”
The exchange shows how grounded 
Woods remains, despite being described by 
fashion writers as having flawless features. 
They penned the phrase following the 2008 
Beijing Olympics, when Woods appeared 
in a Time magazine ad wearing a navy blue 
blazer and white 
newsboy cap. 
Woods response 
to such praise?
He laughed, 
leaned forward, and 
pointed to an inch-
long childhood scar 
on his forehead.
“At the end of the 
day,” he said, “there is 
Photoshop involved.”
THE MAN  
IN THE MAGAZINES 
how he got the name pierre 
When his mother was in labor, she saw a commercial for 
French fashion designer Pierre Cardin and liked the name.
what he did as a child that drove his mother crazy 
If he was told not to do something, he did it. He impaled 
himself on barbed wire; ran through glass; fell out of a tree; and 
swung from a kitchen cabinet, which caused him to crash into 
a cast iron skillet.
how much time he has to convince a client he has the look 
One minute or less 
how he deals with rejection 
He thinks back to his athletic career and his coach’s advice: 
You’re not going to have your best race every time, but if you 
learn from your mistakes, that’ll put you in a better position 
next time.
how he met his spouse, becky 
At an elevator in New York City, when a friend suggested they 
approach her and her friend.
what he does to keep in shape 
Cardio and weights, but because of his commuting time, he 
does simple things like taking the stairs and doing calf raises 
on the subway. He also eats healthy and drinks lots of water. 
two strange things that have helped him 
He doesn’t sweat, even on a Miami rooftop in the summer, and 
he can take a lot of bright light in his eyes without tearing up.
why he doesn’t tie his own tie in the ads 
He can’t tie it as perfectly as the stylist, who also ties his shoe-
laces in a perfect bow.
what he might have to get removed 
A small tattoo on his right shoulder. It’s cost him some jobs. 
what a top model can earn 
The range could go from trade to tens of thousands and 
beyond for a single day of shooting. Trade is when the model 
trades his work as a charitable contribution or for clothing. 
Woods has done trade a few times for causes such as 
Haiti relief and breast cancer awareness.
what he’d love to have 
His own fragrance and clothing line
what’s next 
Acting lessons
how he spends his free time 
What free time? On January 2, he  
became the father of twins, Ethan 
Richard and Logan William. 
follow pierre on twitter 
Twitter.com/PierreEWoods
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President Raymond Fairchild instituted 
academic regalia. It too has changed 
over the years. In 1980, the Univer-
sity designated red and white tassels 
for undergraduates, gold for master’s 
degree students, and black tassels for 
doctoral recipients. Graduates today don 
biodegradable black gowns featuring the 
University seal.
The processional was added by 
Fairchild as well. Graduates marched 
through Old Main to Sherwood Forest, 
which is the area where the Center for 
Performing Arts now stands. The cere-
mony was held in an outdoor amphithe-
atre in June, with another ceremony for 
the College of Education held in August 
before classes began. 
In later years, the event expanded 
again and moved to Braden Auditorium, 
Every May the campus community  
comes together at commencement to  
recognize the hard work, dedication, 
and achievement of another graduating 
class. While the reason for celebration 
has remained the same over time, the 
ceremony itself has changed as the 
University has evolved. 
In the early years, the ceremony 
wasn’t full of the pomp and circum-
stance expected today. Caps and 
gowns, for example, were considered 
inappropriate and impractical. The 
first commencement on June 29, 1860, 
was consequently a modest affair. The 
10 graduates shared their scholarly 
papers before board members presented 
diplomas. Graduates, faculty, and guests 
then gathered for a meal. 
As the University grew and more 
students graduated, a second ceremony 
was needed. A morning and evening 
session was held by 1881 to enable 
all students to read their papers—de-
spite graduates’ attempts to abandon 
the practice. Activities expanded to 
encompass a week of events including 
senior and junior class plays, receptions, 
dances, and picnics. With  commence-
ment often serving as a homecoming, 
alumni gatherings and receptions were 
held throughout the week as well. 
Commencement became more like 
the ceremony of today in 1934, when 
1962
1860
1868
COMMENCEMENT 
   REMAINS CAPSTONE  
      MOMENT
An  unforgettable     memory
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Capen Auditorium, Horton Field House, 
and Redbird Arena. Various locations 
were needed because the University 
recognized graduates within their in-
dividual colleges, creating six ceremo-
nies. A December commencement was 
added in 1991. Both traditions continue 
today, ensuring that all graduates have 
the memorable moment of crossing the 
commencement stage. 
ISU’s commencement has evolved over time, with 
each college now holding a May and December  
ceremony. The most significant change has been 
the shifting venue. Outdoor events are no longer 
feasible because of class and audience size. Stu-
dents no longer present their research, but each 
graduate still has the opportunity to cross the  
stage and receive a diploma cover. Photos courtesy  
of the Illinois State University Archives. 
1967
1860  The first commencement  
was held in the new Old  
Main building on campus.  
Ten students participated  
and presented their papers.
1881  The University instituted a second 
evening ceremony to accommodate 
the rising numbers of graduates. 
1916  Student-read papers were abandoned 
in favor of a main commencement 
speaker, much to the delight of  
graduates.
1934  For the first time, graduates and 
faculty wore caps and gowns, adding 
a professional and ceremonial feeling 
to the event. It was also the first year 
for an outdoor ceremony.
1968  The president’s medallion was worn 
during the ceremony for the first time. 
Samuel Braden started the tradition.
1980  The tassels of graduates’ caps took 
on three distinct patterns: red and 
white for undergraduates, gold for 
master’s degrees, and black for doc-
toral graduates.
1990  Commencement ceremonies cost 
$14,000. 
1991  The first December commencement 
was held in Redbird Arena. 
1993  A second December ceremony was 
added due to increased numbers of 
graduates. 
2012  The May commencement ceremonies 
celebrated the accomplishments 
of approximately 3,400 graduates 
across six colleges. 
COMMENCEMENT FIRSTS AND FACTS
1954 2011
1953
1963
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Voice of 
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Voice of 
dissidents
Had you spent a few afternoons hanging out in New York City’s Zuccotti Park—the U.S. headquarters for the high-profile Occupy Wall Street (OWS) movement last fall—the 
odds are high that you would have soon been in the presence of a dynamic young woman 
named Allison Margaret Kilkenny ’05.
At the tender age of 28, the endlessly energetic Kilkenny is a news media star in the 
Big Apple. A fast-rising radio and print reporter-columnist—think Citizen Radio, the Huff-
ington Post, The Nation, and In These Times—her hourly updates from the frenetic OWS 
world won her hundreds of fans each week. 
The movement began last September 17, when a handful of protestors dragged sleep-
ing bags and tents into the tiny park in Lower Manhattan’s Financial District. Kilkenny 
estimates she spent more than a hundred hours wandering through the encampment and 
interviewing dozens of protesters at great length. 
Along the way, she talked with union ironworkers, nurses, teachers, truck drivers, 
Native American activists, gay community leaders, college kids, retirees, volunteer medical 
workers, and homeless people in search of temporary shelter.
“I’ve been following OWS since its inception, and to be honest with you, I thought at 
first that it would be a bust,” she said in an interview last October, prior to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s order to remove protestors. They had made the park their home for two 
months, creating a medical center, library, and kitchen. There was even an effort to make 
the encampment permanent.
Kilkenny tracked the swelling crowd, presenting herself as a daringly original re-
porter and in-your-face commentator unafraid of blasting away at what she perceives as 
the “villains of corrupt American capitalism”—the bonus-happy Wall Street traders, the 
too-big-to-fail banks, and the tax-dodging corporations. 
UNDERGROUND RADIO STAR BROADCASTS 
NATION’S DISCONTENT by Tom Nugent
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The fearless Kilkenny also credits her “tough Irish 
mother,” Margaret, as a source of major inspiration. “My 
mom’s a real brassy lady,” she said with a chuckle. “If she sees 
something wrong, she speaks up. She’s not afraid to embarrass 
herself or of looking uncool. Really, I think that made a big 
impression on me—her willingness, if somebody was getting 
screwed, to stand tall and fight to protect their rights.”
After departing Normal in the summer of 2005, Kilkenny 
headed off to New York City. She soon met up with Jamie 
Kilstein, who was working in the Borders Bookstore where 
Kilkenny got her first job.
“Jamie is a hilarious guy with a very sharp, satirical wit,” 
she said, “and we were drawn to each other immediately.” 
They realized over endless cups of coffee that retail work was 
not their passion.  
Determined to break free, the pair gambled everything on 
a high-spirited ramble across the country. That rollicking od-
Her OWS coverage increased her 
growing national reputation as a fearless 
scribe determined to lay out her reform-minded 
vision of contemporary America and challenge the main-
stream. One of her essays, “Youth Surviving Subprime,” ap-
pears alongside commentary by Ralph Nader, Joseph Stiglitz, 
Barbara Ehrenreich, and Naomi Klein in The Nation’s new 
book titled Meltdown: How Greed and Corruption Shattered 
Our Financial System and How We Can Recover. 
Another example of her bold impact? After writing in a 
column that lack of health care for millions of Americans was 
a “disgrace to the nation,” conservative radio commentator and 
world-famous Watergate figure G. Gordon Liddy told his radio 
listeners that “Allison Kilkenny’s writing makes me want to 
vomit!”
Her reaction? “That’s okay with me,” barked the ISU Eng-
lish major, “because I’m not a fan of Gordon’s, either!”
A hard-charging street reporter with a keenly sensitive 
nose for news, Kilkenny prepared for her journalistic adven-
ture while at Illinois State. She landed on campus in the fall 
of 2001 as the product of middle-class Naperville, where her 
father sold property insurance for a living.  
“I started out wanting to be a communications major, and 
I figured I’d go into advertising,” she recalled. “But then I did 
the travel abroad program, and wound up going off to study at 
a university in Canterbury, England.
“That was an amazing experience. The people I met there 
were well-traveled, and they soon helped me to understand 
that the world was a much bigger, much more complicated 
place than I had previously thought.
“By the time I finished my studies in England, I knew that 
I didn’t want to go into advertising. It would have crushed my 
soul! So I decided to change direction and become an English 
major.”
The shift from advertising to John Donne sonnets and 
Shakespeare tragedies was life-altering. Kilkenny began to 
work passionately at improving her writing, a key step on the 
road to becoming the highly respected and increasingly in 
demand political columnist and humorist she is today.
Above: Allison Kilkenny has become a media voice outside of mainstream 
journalism. Occupy Wall Street participants often wear a Guy Fawkes mask, 
top left, which has become an international symbol of protest. Fawkes was an 
Englishman who tried to bomb the British Parliament in 1605.
“ Allison Kilkenny’s writing 
makes me want to vomit!”
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She shares her 
perspective as a cohost of the 
increasingly popular Citizen Radio 
weekday online political commentary show 
along with Kilstein. Kilkenny works hard to find 
a better way to report on the OWS movement, which she 
said is “unlike any protest I’ve ever covered before. I really 
think OWS is a game-changer because it’s so in-your-face, and 
because the people who are involved seem so thoughtful and 
determined about what they’re doing.”
Convinced the movment is “the most interesting and 
challenging news story to come down the pike in a long, long 
time,” Kilkenny is determined to stay focused on the key issues 
behind the movement, which is the growing discontent with 
how the nation’s problems are being addressed. It’s that story 
that drives her serious sense of journalistic responsibility. 
 “As a reporter, I’ve come to understand that the economy 
and the government we have right now aren’t really providing 
for the majority of our citizens,” she said. “A lot of people out 
there are hungry and homeless and jobless—and I think it’s my 
job to keep on asking: Why? Why isn’t our system working?”
Editor’s note: Allison Kilkenny’s work can be found online at http://allisonkilkenny.
com. Her weekly Citizen Radio broadcast can be heard every Wednesday at  
www.wearecitizenradio.com.  
yssey lasted nearly two years. While Kilstein per-
formed as a standup comic at local clubs and colleges, 
Kilkenny worked odd jobs and polished her writing. By the 
end of their bold sojourn through all 48 contiguous states, the 
magna cum laude ISU grad had already begun to sell articles 
to The Nation, In These Times, and several other progressively 
oriented publications.
“I really think I’m fortunate,” Kilkenny said of her swift 
rise in publishing, “in that I’ve been able to support myself by 
writing. I’ve worked hard, yes, but I know I’m also very lucky 
because I just happened to come to New York, where I could 
get a running start on the publishing scene.”
Today Kilkenny gets a great deal of satisfaction in locking 
horns with Wall Street capitalists and the “pro-business types” 
like Fox commentator Glenn Beck, who “will stop at nothing in 
the rush to defend them.” 
She prefers to be the voice of dissidents, who openly share 
that the rage behind their protests is tied to their belief that 
America functions with a two-tier economy that has workers 
shouldering the burden of deficit while corporations skirt li-
ability. She is frustrated by what she describes as the “dismis-
sive and frivolous coverage of the OWS protest by the corpo-
rate news media.”  
She asserts that reporters from mainstream media outlets 
such as CBS, Fox, and the New York Times did not really under-
stand what was happening. They consistently pointed out, for 
example, that demonstrations drew crowds of an insignficant 
number. “But those traditional yardsticks don’t really apply 
here,” Kilkenny said. 
“To understand this new movement, you need to start by 
going out and spending some time listening to the demonstra-
tors. If you do that, you’ll soon discover that most of them are 
very serious, very thoughtful about what they’re doing and 
why,” she said. 
“You also discover that they do, indeed, have a point  
of view that most of them share. They’re offended by how  
corporate money has infected the politics of this country,  
and by the way that millions of Americans are suffering  
economically as a result.”
“ Allison Kilkenny’s writing 
makes me want to vomit!”
Want to know how the financial 
world fell into  crisis? Turn 
the page and Read our Q and A.
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Remember the first half of 2008? The stock market was healthy, unemployment low, and inflation under control. 
Then, seemingly in the blink of an eye, the financial world fell 
into chaos. Within a few months, Wall Street investment banks 
were on the brink of collapse. 
Their struggles spilled into the commercial banking sec-
tor, impacting banks ordinary people deal with daily. And not 
just small banks: Mighty Wachovia went under, forcing the 
government-sponsored takeover by Wells Fargo. Other large 
commercial banks required help from the Federal Reserve 
System to prevent them from failing. Nearly four years later, 
the economy is still underperforming and citizens are increas-
ingly irate. 
The media pay attention to protests tied to the nation’s 
largest financial meltdown since the Great Depression, focus-
ing intently on the Occupy Wall Street movement. There is 
little in-depth discussion, however, as to how the economy 
spiraled into such turmoil. Economics Professor Emeritus Neil 
Skaggs, who taught ISU money and banking classes as well as 
monetary theory for 31 years, provides an explanation. 
Illinois State: What caused our financial catastrophe?
Skaggs: I believe the major forces that brought down the hous-
ing market and Wall Street were greed and hubris. Everyone 
knows what greed can do, but we often overlook hubris: exces-
sive pride or self-confidence. The main players in the Wall 
Street firms were exceedingly confident in their own abilities. 
And after reading All the Devils Are Here by Bethany McLean 
and Joe Nocera, I’m convinced sheer greed played a substan-
tial role in the mistakes that were made. 
Illinois State: Why did the crisis come as such a surprise?  
Skaggs: The short answer is the nature of the financial system. 
Following the Great Depression, during which thousands of 
banks failed, the federal government and state governments 
enacted laws limiting the scope of commercial banking. Most 
of those laws remained in place until the 1990s, at which time 
intense competition threatened to force a substantial percent-
age of U.S. banks out of business. The government had no 
choice but to loosen bank regulations. 
Illinois State: How did the large commercial banks  
respond? 
Skaggs: They began moving into areas that promised much 
higher profit margins, such as financial derivatives, and par-
ticularly derivatives based on residential housing. 
Illinois State: What is a financial derivative?
Skaggs: It’s the financial market’s version of Frankenstein’s 
monster. Any particular derivative contains pieces of hundreds 
of mortgages that were made by banks, savings and loans, and 
mortgage companies. Some mortgages were really good—such 
as AAA mortgages obtained by buyers who could make siz-
able down payments and handle their debts. Other mortgages 
were riskier. At the bottom you find the really risky sub-prime 
mortgages with substantial default risk. The companies that 
purchase derivatives can buy anything from the AAA portion 
of the derivative to the “toxic waste,” meaning the riskiest as-
sets in the derivative. 
Illinois State: Why would anyone make a “toxic”  
investment?
Skaggs: High risk, but potentially high return. Some mortgage 
companies earned very good returns on lower-rated mortgages 
for years. Then came a lethal combination of greed, an over-
heated housing boom fueled by FANNIE MAE and FREDDIE 
MAC, and loose monetary policy orchestrated by Alan Greens-
pan at the Federal Reserve. Sheer dishonesty also played a 
significant role.
Understanding the  
nation’s financial crisis
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Illinois State: What kind of dishonesty?
Skaggs: Primarily overstating the quality of synthetic assets. 
A financial derivative was linked to particular securities. The 
triple-A tranche (slice) of a derivative is supposed to contain 
pieces of high quality individual assets. In their lust for profits, 
some companies added less than triple-A quality securities 
to their superior tranches. They were, in effect, lying to and 
stealing from their customers. Ratings agencies of Moody’s and 
Standards and Poors aided the companies. They were willing, 
for hefty fees, to rate junk much higher than it should have 
been rated. FANNIE and FREDDIE were up to their eyeballs 
in creating derivatives. As government sponsored entities, they 
should have held to a higher standard, but instead were a big 
part of the problem. 
Illinois State: What brought down this house of cards?
Skaggs: First, the housing boom ran out of steam. With fewer 
people buying new homes, there were fewer assets to be col-
lateralized, fewer derivatives to sell, and prices were falling. 
Second, the default rates of subprime mortgages rose pre-
cipitously, so the prices of derivatives fell precipitously. This 
process was aided and abetted by short selling by insiders, who 
owned huge quantities of derivatives.
Illinois State: What is short selling?
Skaggs: Insiders borrowed derivative assets and sold them 
while prices were still high. A few weeks later, they replaced 
the borrowed derivatives. In the meantime, derivative prices 
fell precipitously. So the “short buyers” spent a fraction of the 
price to replace the securities they had borrowed. It was in-
sider trading. Very quickly, the market for mortgage securities 
deteriorated. Companies that had invested in housing securi-
ties began spewing red ink.  
Illinois State: And FANNIE and FREDDIE were  
hit hard too?
Skaggs: They were hit very hard. Investment banks that had 
invested heavily in the housing market, as well as FANNIE and 
FREDDIE and a handful of commercial banks, were bleed-
ing red ink too. Some investment banks, and eventually some 
commercial banks, couldn’t meet their obligations. They began 
pleading for help from the federal government. 
Illinois State: Why did bankers think the federal  
government would bail them out?
Skaggs: Because as a group, and in some cases individually, 
they were too big to fail.  Since the Great Depression, the 
U.S. government and the Federal Reserve have committed to 
mitigating financial collapses. The bank failures in the 1930s 
caused such terrible and long-lasting economic harm that our 
government has taken a “never again” stance when facing fi-
nancial meltdowns. And yet, there was resistance to the bailout 
within the government—especially within the Federal Reserve 
Board. The presidents of the St. Louis and Dallas Federal 
Reserve Banks, in particular, were initially reluctant to commit 
massive resources to rescue rich investment firms in New York 
City. The leadership of Ben Bernanke helped. The new Federal 
Reserve Board chairman, Bernanke was a consensus builder. 
A former Harvard University economics professor, he was 
known as the expert on the financial collapse in the 1930s.
Illinois State: How did the Fed respond?
Skaggs: They ramped up the money loaned to investment 
banks. Although the Fed had no authority to lend to invest-
ment banks in general, there is a clause in the relevant law that 
allows the Fed to lend to entities other than commercial banks 
in extreme circumstances. So the Fed loaned quite a lot of 
money to Bear Stearns to keep it afloat. Some other investment 
banks also got loans from the Fed or the Treasury.
Illinois State: Why, when the government bailed out  
Bear Stearns and other investment banks, did it refuse to 
bail out Lehman Brothers?
Skaggs: In part because Lehman Brothers had been skirting 
the edge of the law. Their dealings with Famco, a mortgage 
outfit with a sleazy reputation, made Lehman an easy choice to 
be the example for corruption in the housing finance industry. 
In political terms, the Bush Administration and the Federal 
Reserve had done about as much as they figured the American 
public could stomach.    
Illinois State: Have we weathered the storm?
Skaggs: The economy is beginning to gain traction, but 
monetary problems in Europe could reduce the demand for 
U.S products, leading to a more anemic rebound for the U.S. 
economy than we might like. 
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While his classmates left the Illinois 
State campus with the generic plan to 
get a job, Sean Hayes was much more 
specific in stating his aspirations. 
Beyond efforts to take care of his 
mother and be nicer to people in general, 
Hayes departed the College of Fine Arts 
aiming to become a household name 
within five years. He wanted to guest 
star on a television show. Ultimately,  
he was after an invitation to The David 
Letterman Show and a billboard on  
Hollywood’s Sunset Boulevard. 
The list was rather ambitious for a 
24-year-old who couldn’t pay his rent. 
And yet, as Hayes told an audience of  
Illinois State students from the School  
of Theatre earlier this semester, he  
captured each dream.
Today Hayes is an award-winning 
actor, singer, musician, and producer 
who has garnered myriad accolades for 
his work across mediums. He gained 
fame and an Emmy for his role as the 
flighty gay friend on the NBC series Will 
& Grace, which ran for eight seasons.
On the Broadway stage, Hayes cap-
tured a Tony nomination for his leading 
role in Promises, Promises. A movie star 
as well, he has appeared in several films, 
including The Bucket List with Jack 
Nicholson and Morgan Freeman. His 
most recent film, The Three Stooges, was 
released in April of this year. The cast in-
cludes fellow ISU alum, Jane Lynch ’82. 
Hayes is now an executive producer 
of two television shows: Grimm and Hot 
in Cleveland. The first is a fantasy crime 
series based on the idea that the charac-
ters in Grimm’s Fairy Tales actually exist. 
Sage
26   Illinois State   May 2012
on   stage
The second is a sitcom centered on three 
Los Angeles women at home in Cleve-
land with a snarky caretaker played by 
Betty White. 
Not a bad resume for a guy who 
openly recalls the poverty of his child-
hood. 
“I remember the heat being turned 
off and my family being close to evicted,” 
said Hayes, who came to Illinois State 
from the Chicago area as an incredibly 
talented pianist. He studied voice and act-
ing, and in 1988 was involved in starting 
the college’s still popular Theatre of Ted. 
“For me, theatre was my safe place, 
my safe haven. I could fail miserably and 
not be judged,” Hayes said. He thanked 
former professors Gellert Modos and Pe-
ter Schuetz, and praised the University’s 
program overall.
“This is an awesome school, prob-
ably the best theatre school in the 
country,” Hayes said, noting the skills 
he learned at ISU prepared him for the 
challenges of performing on the set and 
stage. His appreciation compelled Hayes 
to return and share his experience, with 
the hope students could avoid pitfalls 
as they break into the difficult world of 
show business. 
Hayes revealed that his own jour-
ney began with his return to Chicago. 
He worked as a music director at a local 
theatre, playing piano and taking a part 
in some plays. “It’s what I knew and 
what I wanted to do,” Hayes said.
He sought commercial jobs, will-
ingly driving two to three hours north 
to Wisconsin for an audition. The effort 
resulted in a reel of work, which he 
packed up with his possessions when he 
moved to Los Angeles at 24. Once there 
he started off making just $10 a show for 
performances done by a comedy group 
he formed called the Malcontents.
Hayes explained the effort of find-
ing an agent, preparing for auditions, 
and the fact that he feels lucky. His part 
on Will & Grace, for example, evolved 
from a chance meeting at the Sundance 
Festival. 
“A casting director sat behind me 
and said I’d be perfect for the part of 
Will. But I couldn’t afford to change my 
flight or get a second ticket,” Hayes said. 
By the time he made it to Hollywood, the 
lead was taken. He has no regrets about 
being cast in the supporting role. 
His success since that series has 
put Hayes in a world with the rich and 
famous—a reality that hit him during 
his first Golden Globes awards. Meryl 
Streep stopped by his table to say she is 
a fan. The endorsement in a room full of 
stellar stars left him feeling blessed, as 
he noted hundreds of actors have excep-
tional talent. 
That reality keeps Hayes humble, 
as does the rejection that is inevitable in 
the business. The secret to rebounding is 
to remember that each actor is “a vessel 
to deliver words on a page.” 
“The reality check that I wish 
someone had told me is to be whatever 
you are, and then be that 1,000 times 
more. Know who you are in Hollywood. 
I am a product. I know who I am and 
what I have to offer,” he said, explain-
ing that he realizes his role is not that 
of a burly fireman. “I must be my most 
authentic self.” 
He encouraged students by saying 
their Hollywood dreams are within 
reach if they are willing to beat the pave-
ment and build a network. 
“You can’t be lazy,” he said, not-
ing the one thing no school can teach is 
ambition. Those who succeed must be 
ready for an often grueling schedule, as 
he recalled 14-hour days while shooting 
The Bucket List. The Broadway produc-
tion was the most intense and exhaust-
ing experience, taking over his life for 
nearly a year. 
Now as a producer, Hayes has a 
broader perspective and is enjoying the 
challenge of being responsible for an 
entire show versus one character. No 
longer intimidated by Hollywood, he 
pins his success on the fact he trained 
well, worked hard, and had articulated 
his goals at the start of his journey. 
 “It all starts with this: What do you 
want? Whatever you want, you can get,” 
Hayes said, emphasizing the key to suc-
cess is “finding out who you are.” 
Theatre students were thrilled to meet Sean Hayes, 
who set aside two hours to share advice and humor 
during a campus visit.
by Susan 
Marquardt Blystone
“ For me, theatre was my safe place,  
my safe haven. I could fail miserably  
and not be judged.”
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Distinguished Alumni Award 
R. David Edmunds, M.A. ’66, L.L.D. ’02 
Professor of History, University of Texas at Dallas 
Richardson, Texas 
David Edmunds was a Bloomington High School teacher when he began his master’s degree in social sciences education at Illinois State. His thesis, “A History of the Kickapoo Indians in Illinois, 1750–1834,” was just the start of his Native American research. 
After completing a doctorate at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, Edmunds went on to 
become one of the nation’s most prolific 
writers of Native American history.
A descendent of Cherokee ances-
try, Edmunds has written more than 100 
essays, articles, or short publications. He 
has authored or edited 10 books, including 
The Shawnee Prophet, which was nomi-
nated for a Pulitzer Prize. 
He is a consultant on Native American 
history to tribal governments and Holly-
wood filmmakers. Edmunds has worked on 
more than a dozen films or documentaries 
for PBS, the History Channel, and commercial television. He has also been an 
editorial consultant to many of the nation’s leading publishers and university 
presses as well, and held advisory positions for numerous museums and fed-
eral agencies—including the U.S. Department of Justice, the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, the Smithsonian Institution, and the National Park Service.
Edmunds has served as the president of both the Western History Asso-
ciation and the American Society for Ethnohistory, and as a distinguished 
lecturer for the Organization of American Historians. He has received 
numerous accolades, including an honorary degree from Illinois State, and 
an Award of Merit from the American Indian Historians Association.  He has 
served on the faculty at the University of Wyoming, Texas Christian Univer-
sity, The University of California at Berkeley, UCLA, and Indiana University. 
He currently holds the Watson Professorship in American History at the 
University of Texas at Dallas. At present, his research focus is upon the his-
tory of Native American identity, Native Americans in the Midwest and on 
the Great Plains, and Native American biography.
Outstanding Young  
Alumni Award 
Amar Kamath, M.B.A ’97
Vice President of Marketing,  
BioReference Laboratories 
Sparta, New Jersey
Amar Kamath is on the executive team of 
BioReference Laboratories, which is the 
third largest publicly held clinical labora-
tory in the United States. Beyond leading 
marketing, he is involved in business devel-
opment, intellectual property management 
and licensing, and new market strategies.
Kamath came to ISU as an M.B.A. 
student. It was his first international travel 
and first airplane trip. While completing 
the degree, Kamath sold educational books 
door to door. Since then he has worked at 
three hospitals, including an internship at 
BroMenn. He spent the last decade advanc-
ing in the for-profit healthcare sector.
Kamath works on clinical, molecular, 
and cancer diagnostics. He aims to provide 
cost-effective diagnostic services to help 
physicians more effectively diagnose and 
treat patients. He focuses on reducing sex-
ually transmitted infections, personalizing 
cancer therapies, and diagnosing genetic 
disorders early.
He is involved in philanthropic orga-
nizations such as Kiva, a microlending 
organization; Sierra House, a transitional 
shelter for homeless youth; and several 
patient support organizations. 
The 2010 recipient of the College 
of Business Early Career Achievement 
Award, Kamath visits ISU twice annu-
ally to serve on the College of Business 
Advisory Council. He is making efforts to 
establish a COB Alumni Network in the 
New York City area.
AlumniAwards
The Illinois State University Alumni Association honored five award recipients during Founders Day celebrations on February 16,  
as well as during a dinner program. For video comments from this year’s awards recipients, visit Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/awards.
Nominations sought for alumni awards
Do you know an alumnus who deserves to be recognized? To make a nomination 
for the 2013 alumni awards, visit Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/awards. 
Download the Tag reader by texting TAG to 71857.Get the free mobile app at
http:/ /gettag.mobi
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Alumni Achievement 
Award  
Constance G. Mueller, M.S. ’84
Food Service Director Emerita, District 87 
Bloomington
Connie Mueller holds a master’s in Family 
and Consumer Sciences, where she taught 
eight years and served as preceptor for 
the ISU Dietetics Internship Program. She 
retired after 16 years as Bloomington Dis-
trict 87’s school nutrition director. 
A member of the School Nutrition 
Association (SNA), she served as the Mid-
west regional director. She is chair of the 
SNA Governing Council, the SNA media 
spokesperson, and Illinois SNA past pres-
ident. She chairs the American Dietetic 
Association (ADA) School Nutrition Ser-
vices Dietetic Practice Group. 
Mueller served on the National Advi-
sory Council of the National Food Ser-
vice Management Institute. She is the SNA 
author for the Joint Position Paper of the 
American Dietetic Association, the SNA, 
and the Society for Nutrition Education on 
Comprehensive Nutrition Services. 
She received the 1998 SNA FAME 
Award for Silver Rising Star; the 2004 
Award of Excellence for Outstanding Man-
agement, Leadership, and Innovation from 
the ADA; and the 2005 Award of Excel-
lence in Management Practice from the 
American Dietetic Association Foundation. 
She was ISU’s 2010 Outstanding 
Alumni for the Department of Family and 
Consumer Sciences, as well as 2010 Illinois 
School Nutrition Director of the Year. 
E. Burton Mercier  
Alumni Award 
Marian E. Kneer, ’49, M.S. ’57
Professor Emerita, University of Illinois-Chicago 
Plainfield 
Marian Kneer has dedicated her life to 
education and athletics, working as a pro-
ponent for physical education in schools 
for more than 60 years. She worked for the 
inclusion of females in sports at the nation-
al level, actively pioneering the inclusion 
of women’s high school sports before the 
passage of Title IX. 
An athlete herself, Kneer was a pre-
miere catcher for the Peoria Caterpillar 
Dieselettes in the 1940s. She was heralded 
as the “world’s greatest softball catcher.” 
She went on to author many books and 
articles in the world of athletics and physi-
cal education.
Kneer has been honored repeatedly 
and is a member of the ISU Athletics Percy 
Hall of Fame, ISU’s College of Education 
Hall of Fame, the Illinois Softball Hall of 
Fame, and the Illinois Coaches Association 
for Girls and Women Hall of Fame. 
She served as president of the National 
Association for Sport and Physical Educa-
tion  and the Illinois Association for Health, 
Physical Education and Sports. She has 
been inducted into the Hall of Fame for 
each association, and awarded their high-
est honors. 
Kneer is a generous donor to ISU, with 
the Marian Kneer Softball Stadium dedi-
cated during the 2009 season.
Senator John W. Maitland 
Jr., Commitment to  
Education Award 
David T. Wiant
Assistant Vice President Emeritus,  
ISU Administrative Services 
Normal
David Wiant dedicated 36 years to higher 
education, with 28 years at Illinois State. 
He established and developed the Univer-
sity’s personnel program. He advanced to 
assistant vice president of Administrative 
Services, yet maintained oversight of the 
personnel office. 
Despite retiring in 1986, his success in 
personnel work resulted in organizations 
with delicate personnel problems seeking 
his counsel.
He remains active in the McLean 
County area and supports the University. 
In 2006, his children established the Dave 
and Jo Wiant Endowed Scholarship within 
Mennonite College of Nursing in celebra-
tion of his 80th birthday. He has helped 
spearhead fundraising for Athletics schol-
arships as a past president of the Redbird 
Education Scholarship Fund. 
Wiant has served as vice president for 
The Redbird Club and has held season tick-
ets for Redbird athletic events. For his dedi-
cated service, he was awarded the Stretch 
Miller Award from Athletics and the E. 
Burton Mercier Outstanding Service Award.
Amar Kamath Constance G. Mueller Marian E. Kneer David T. Wiant
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While Illinois State stu-dents consistently use the Career Center’s employment services, 
alumni may not be aware resources exist 
for them as well. 
Graduates can define and imple-
ment career goals or develop a job search 
strategy through one-on-one career 
advisement. Guidance is available for 
writing resumes and cover letters, or 
preparing for interviews. 
Alumni near campus may attend 
career fairs that attract more than 200 
employers. The events are held each 
semester, with graduates attending as 
recruiters or to seek employment. 
The Alumni Association works with 
ISU’s Career Center to provide network-
ing events away from campus as well. 
The center’s first-ever Alumni Career 
Fair will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. on May 
15 at Navy Pier. A list of other upcoming 
events is on the Career Center Web page.
Alumni unable to attend events or 
return to campus can still find assistance 
with a variety of online tools. FOCUS 
is an assessment for those interested in 
charting a new career path, or re-enter-
ing an education field. It helps individu-
als assess their personal attributes, make 
informed career decisions, and create a 
career plan that is compatible with their 
interests, skills, and goals.
Interview Stream, linked from the 
Career Center site, allows those with 
computer video access to tape them-
selves participating in a mock interview, 
and then review their performance pri-
vately. The Career Center has computers 
with video connection for those without 
such access.
E-Recruiting allows alumni to 
post resumes, access job postings, view 
upcoming Career Center events, and 
register for on-campus interviews. The 
center provides Skype access and private 
interview rooms for those who need the 
space for a phone or Skype interview.
For more detailed information visit 
CareerCenter.IllinoisState.edu or call 
(309) 438-2200.
Searching for employment help?
Career Center serves as resource for new grads and alumni
AlumniConnections
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The website of the Alumni Association, 
Alumni.IllinoisState.edu, has been rede-
signed to create a more user friendly 
experience. Visit for access to the latest 
news from the Alumni Relations office, 
Athletics, and the campus community. 
Registration for alumni events is 
available online, along with links to help 
alumni find a friend from their time at 
Illinois State. Downloadable wallpapers 
help alumni “Spread the Red” on elec-
tronic devices. Links to the University’s 
official Flickr feeds and social network-
ing pages are also found through this site. 
An online update form is located on 
the site to ensure you receive communi-
cations such as this magazine, electronic 
newsletters, and event invitations. Use 
the link to easily submit changes in your 
contact or business information. 
Feedback on user experience with 
the new site is welcomed. Send your 
suggestions or comments related to the 
website to alumni@IllinoisState.edu.
Website redesign eases use for alumni 
Subscribe to ISU’s  
monthly e-newsletter
The Alumni Relations office provides a 
monthly e-newsletter featuring updates 
from campus and special events. Available 
only electronically, the e-newsletter is sent 
on the last Wednesday of each month, 
excluding December. To receive this com-
munication, submit your email address 
via the online form at Alumni.IllinoisState.
edu/alumni/updateinfo.
Alumni events provide 
networking opportunities
The Alumni Relations office works in con-
junction with the Alumni Association to 
provide a variety of events and programs 
for alumni. More than 200 events are 
coordinated annually and nationally to 
help keep alumni informed about campus, 
provide networking opportunities, and 
offer a social outlet for Redbirds.
A variety of geographic and affinity 
networks host events that range from 
family friendly activities to career-based 
education seminars and casual dinners 
hosted by alumni.
To learn more about events in your 
area, or to find out about the Alumni Net-
works, visit Alumni.IllinoisState.edu.
Begin planning summer, 
Homecoming reunions
Alumni Relations staff members have 
compiled a reunion planning guide to 
assist graduates who are interested in 
coordinating a reunion. Whether the intent 
is to get together with former classmates 
or club members, this guide will make the 
planning simpler. 
Go to Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/reunion 
to download the guide, or obtain a copy at 
the Alumni Relations office on campus. For 
more information email alumni@Illinois-
State.edu or call (309) 438-2586.
The Alumni Association Homecoming 
committee is seeking nominations for 
the 2012 Homecoming court alumni king 
and queen, and the prince and princess. 
The alumni king and queen will be 
crowned at the Homecoming luncheon 
on Friday, October 5. They will reign over 
events throughout Homecoming week-
end with the student king and queen, as 
well as members of the student court. 
The Homecoming prince and princess 
will help lead off the annual parade and 
other events on October 6.
To be eligible for alumni king and 
queen, graduates must have celebrated 
their 50th class reunion, have a strong 
connection to the University, and be able 
to attend Homecoming events through-
out the weekend. King and queen nomi-
nations are due July 1.
Children of Illinois State University 
graduates between the ages of four and 
seven at the time of Homecoming 2012 
are eligible for nomination for the prince 
and princess. Nominees must display 
Redbird spirit, pride, and enthusiasm. 
They must also be the son or daughter 
of an Illinois State alumnus. Prince and 
princess nominations are due August 25. 
Applications are available at Illinois-
StateHomecoming.com/royalty, or by 
email at homecoming@IllinoisState.edu.
Nominations sought for Homecoming royalty
Get  ready to...
IllinoisStateHomecoming.com
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F ear of public speaking and a job with a drug store chain wasn’t going to get Kathy Embry ’84, M.S. ’89, where she wanted to 
go. That’s why she decided to return to 
Illinois State University for a master’s 
degree in family and consumer sciences.  
 “When I went to grad school, I 
couldn’t sit in a room with my peers 
and talk out loud,” she said. “I knew I 
wouldn’t be able to advance if I couldn’t 
speak in front of people.”
So she pushed herself, taking a cou-
ple of speech classes and forcing herself 
to get involved with groups that would 
place her before an audience. She earned 
a spot on the Graduate Student Advi-
sory Council and went on to become 
president. She also helped start several 
alumni chapters, leading a Chicago-area 
chapter and serving on the University’s 
Alumni Association Board of Directors 
for 12 years. 
While she was a grad student, Embry 
learned how to network. She realizes 
that skill allowed her to move through 
several management positions in the 
sewing industry, obtaining experience 
as an entrepreneur before she joined 
the International Academy of Design & 
Technology in 2000.
Starting as an adjunct faculty mem-
ber, she’s now vice president of academic 
affairs at the Chicago school.  No longer 
afraid of speaking, she’s been in front 
of thousands and gives an annual com-
mencement address. 
“I tell everyone that I am where 
I am today because I attended Illinois 
State University,” said Embry, who has 
established a scholarship for a family and 
consumer sciences transfer student. 
“I’m sitting here today because I 
was provided opportunities there. I’m 
in a great position now and I can start to 
give back and try and make an impact,” 
she said. “I have my passions, and Illi-
nois State’s one of the things I’m pas-
sionate about.”
Embry has established a planned 
gift, making ISU the beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy. She’s also made annual 
gifts to the University.
Experience for a lifetime
Graduate degree prepared alumna for academic leadership role
ClassNotes
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50s  
Paul E. Rosene ’51, M.S. ’56, is a 
retired Illinois State University 
music professor who is now a 
self-employed music consultant. 
He has been listed in Who’s Who 
in American Education. He has 
authored the book, Special Effects 
for Handchimes. His wife, Doris 
(Mehrkens) ’71, is also a retired 
music educator. They reside in 
Orlando, Florida.
60s
John J. Kennedy ’61 taught for six 
years in the suburban high schools 
of San Francisco, California. He 
then became a California State 
Board of Equalization certified 
appraiser. At the time of his retire-
ment, he supervised commercial 
and industrial real estate apprais-
ers for Contra Costa County in 
California. He and his wife, Sally, 
enjoy spending time with their 
seven grandchildren, traveling, and 
going to cultural activities in the 
San Francisco area. They reside in 
Walnut Creek, California. 
Robert C. Walling ’67, M.S. ’70,  
retired as a certified financial plan-
ner at The Vanguard Group. He 
is now the vice president of Phi-
lanthropy Works, LLC. His work 
involves conducting grant research 
for nonprofit organizations. He 
and his wife, Susan, reside in Sur-
prise, Arizona. 
Albert Gray ’68, 70, is an educa-
tor and author. He has written 
Shy Little Rascals. He resides in 
Bloomington.
Robert E. Brown ’69 is a curriculum 
sales consultant with CEV Mul-
timedia. He markets career and 
technical education multimedia 
products to Illinois schools. A wid-
ower, he resides in Lubbock Texas. 
Joyce Chrisman Mitchell ’69 is a 
retired elementary teacher and 
Wildlife Prairie State Park volun-
teer. She was named Nonformal 
Environmental Educator of the 
Year by the Environmental Educa-
tion Association of Illinois for her 
work at the park. She and her hus-
band, Steven, reside in Mapleton. 
Raymond P. Rogina ’69, M.S. ’72, 
teaches school law as a  pro-rata 
instructor for Aurora University. 
He serves on the city council for 
St. Charles, where he resides. 
70s
Diane L. Hodges ’70, M.S. ’72, has 
retired from the position of vice 
chancellor for student affairs at 
Indiana University Northwest. She 
and her husband, Judson Mitchell, 
reside in Matteson. 
Chris Voelz ’70 was a high school 
teacher and volleyball coach before 
serving 10 years as head volleyball 
coach at the University of Oregon. 
She also served 15 years as the 
athletics director at the University 
of Minnesota. She is a member of 
Illinois State Athletics Percy Hall 
of Fame, and was awarded the 
NACWAA Lifetime Achievement 
Award. She now has a consulting 
business and serves as leadership 
gift officer with Billie Jean King’s 
Women’s Sports Foundation. She 
resides in Rathdrum, Idaho.
Deborah R. Albrandt ’71 is a manag-
ing broker/owner of Starbuck 
Realty Group, serving the metro 
Denver area. She and her husband, 
Alan, reside in Arvada, Colorado.
John A. Ewan ’71, M.S. ’77, is a retired 
teacher. His wife, Sue (Mueller) ’70, 
M.S. ’77, is retired from the min-
istry. They reside in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. 
Bernie Petak ’71 hit a hole in one at 
Heron Bay Country Club in Coral 
Springs, Florida. He rewarded 
himself with a trip to Scotland 
for himself and his son. They 
played golf at the old course at St. 
Andrews, Carnoustie, and several 
legendary courses in Scotland. He 
resides in Plantation, Florida.
Pause for applause
Positive reaction
High school students entering the chemistry class 
of Jeff Christopherson ’90, M.S. ’93, see a door-
frame decorated with caution tape, which sets 
the tone for the semester. Christopherson brings 
humor, storytelling, and enthusiasm to his teach-
ing at Normal Community High School. The com-
bination makes him a stellar teacher, as noted last 
year. He was awarded the 2011 Excellence in High School Teaching 
Award for the Great Lakes Region of the American Chemical Society. 
Once a research chemist for The Upjohn Company, Christopherson 
much prefers the classroom. He teaches chemistry at ISU during the 
summer months and enjoys mentoring new chemistry teachers.
A royal dish
After a five-year apprenticeship at Genszler Stoneware 
Designs in Wisconsin, Elisabeth Maurland, M.A. ’89, 
opened her own pottery studio in Decorah, Iowa. Her 
ceramic art regularly wins awards at juried art fairs 
across the country. It is also now a keepsake for Euro-
pean royalty. A native of Oslo, Maurland was asked to 
create a piece for the King and Queen of Norway, who 
visited Luther College on its 150th anniversary last fall. 
Maurland’s 17-inch platter made of stoneware clay incorporates the 
image of a crane, which is found in Norway and the Midwest. The bird 
is silhouetted against a backdrop of grains.
Back to Dallas
It’s been more than two decades since the series 
Dallas ended with the question of who shot J.R. 
Fans who remember the drama of the Ewing dynas-
ty will be thrilled with the continuation airing this 
summer with Carlos Bernard ’91 as part of the cast. 
A marketing graduate, Bernard is an actor who 
has appeared in numerous television productions, 
beginning with The Killing Jar in 1997. He was on 
The Young and the Restless before working eight seasons on 24. More 
recently he was in Scoundrels. Bernard was one of the 50 most beautiful 
people named in 2003 by People magazine.
The glow of glass
Long after establishing Illinois State’s glass pro-
gram, Distinguished Professor of Art Emeritus 
Joel Myers continues to impact the art world. 
He has been named the 2012 Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award recipient by the Glass Art Society. 
The honor acknowledges individuals who have 
made outstanding contributions to the develop-
ment of the glass arts worldwide. Myers was 
the design director at Blenko Glass prior to joining the University. The 
unique glass program he started at ISU in 1970 attracts students from 
around the world, training artists in a field where few excel. Now retired 
and living in Pennsylvania, Myers continues to create glass vessels. 
Reggie Reads
Check out a column dedicated to book reviews of work by  
alums at IllinoisState.edu/magazine. Click on Reggie Reads. 
Download the Tag reader by texting TAG to 71857.
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How we met
When a reggae song was played at a Valentine’s Day social, Cavell Dunk-
ley ’02 and Mark Walcott ’02, M.S. ’07, couldn’t resist the urge to dance. 
Born in Jamaica and raised in Evanston, hearing a Caribbean song in the 
Midwest was a rare treat for Cavell. The same was true for Mark, a native 
of Mississauga, Canada, whose parents were from Barbados.
“I grew up listening to reggae and various genres of Caribbean 
music,” Mark said. “Hearing it played at a party in Central Illinois sur-
prised me. Then I saw this beautiful woman dancing, and she was by 
herself. So I asked her to dance.”
The song ended and eight months passed before their paths 
crossed again at Southside in Feeney. It was then they decided to get to 
know each other. From that moment on, barely a day went by when they 
didn’t talk or spend time together.
“For me the friendship was more important than anything else,” 
Mark said. “Having a cultural understanding and being able to talk about 
issues we faced growing up, and our parents faced, was something I 
didn’t have in Illinois.”
The pair grew close over the next two years.
“Mark became my counselor and advisor,” Cavell said. “He would 
even give me advice on the guys I was dating! We really formed a strong 
friendship.”
Those around them saw more between them.
 “My mother visited, and I introduced Mark. We went bowling at the BBC and all spent time together. After the weekend my mother and I were 
talking, and she said, ‘You know you’re in love with him, right?’”
Taken aback, Cavell began thinking about the relationship. Soon after, they became an item. Their wedding was on May 15, 2008, in St. Lucia. 
Today they live in Bloomington. Cavell works for State Farm in fire claims and Mark works for the University in Donor and Information Services, 
which makes it easy for the two of them to still enjoy many ISU moments.
Barbara Hassan ’72 is a registered 
nurse. She worked as a surgi-
cal nurse and in long-term care 
until 2004. Since then she has 
been working intermittently as a 
travel nurse in Illinois, Arizona, 
and North Carolina. She and her 
husband, Brian, reside in Liberty, 
Kentucky. 
Roger W. Breternitz ’73 has 37 years 
of professional busines sales and 
management experience. He has 
taught, been a professional musi-
cian/band leader, a tennis and ski 
instructor, engineering designer, 
writer for a national sports maga-
zine, and hypnotherapist. He has 
authored the book Winning: It’s 
a lot More Fun! He and his wife, 
Susan, reside in Laguna Niguel, 
California. 
Sally John ’73 is the best-selling 
author of more than 15 novels, 
including the Safe Harbor series 
coauthored with Gary Smalley, the 
Other Way Home series, The Beach 
House series, and In a Heartbeat 
series. Her latest work is Heart 
Echoes. Released in March of this 
year, it is part of the Side Roads 
series. The novel explores God’s 
love through the struggles of a 
mixed family. She and her hus-
band, Timothy, reside in Oceans-
ide, California. 
Bonnie Deshong ’75 is the exter-
nal affairs director for DuSable 
Museum of African American 
History. She worked in radio for 
nearly a decade at WGCI-FM and 
WVAZ/V103. She is a member of 
the Chicago Film Critics Associa-
tion and has a film review weekly 
in the Chicago Crusader newspa-
per. Deshong is also a freelance 
columnist for N’DIGO and blogs 
for The Chicago Tribune under The 
Traveling Eye banner. She resides 
in Chicago. 
Kevin J. Miller ’77 is the president 
and chief executive officer of 
Hutchinson Regional Medical Cen-
ter. He and his wife, Beverly, reside 
in Hutchinson, Kansas.
Eric J. Kellogg ’78 has been involved 
in the field of education for 29 
years, serving as a teacher, coach, 
and administrator. He is the super-
intendent in the Harvey Public 
Schools District 152 and a state 
certified police officer. He also 
serves as mayor of Harvey, where 
he resides. 
Ron Rohlfing ’78 has retired from 
Deluxe Corporation after 32 years 
of service. He and his wife, Laura 
Gilmore, reside in Chandler, Ari-
zona. 
David C. Karp ’79 has been promoted 
to professor at Chaffey College in 
California. He teaches business 
law, paralegal studies, business 
courses, and is a member of the 
college’s Academic Senate. He and 
his wife, Jill, are the parents of two 
children. They reside in Los Ange-
les, California.  
80s
Evelyn O’Toole Reed ’80 is a special 
assistant with the U.S. District 
Courts. Her work involves con-
ducting criminal history investi-
gations. She resides in Jackson, 
Mississippi.
Glenn E. Zwanzig Jr. ’80 teaches AP 
environmental science and MST 
biology at duPont Manual High 
School. He is also the math, sci-
ence, and technology coordinator, 
as well as the regional science fair 
director. He has been awarded the 
Outstanding Secondary Teacher 
Award by the Kentucky Academy 
of Science. He and his wife, Kathy, 
reside in Louisville, Kentucky. 
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Kathleen “Katy” O’Grady-Pyne ’81 is 
the general manager/publisher 
of the Clinton Journal, a biweekly 
community newspaper in Central 
Illinois. She and her husband, 
Steve, reside in Bloomington. 
Jenny Tripses, M.S. ’81, CAS ’88, Ph.D. 
’98, is an associate professor and 
coordinator in educational admin-
istration at Bradley University. She 
spent the spring semester at the 
Vinnytsia Polytechnic Institute in 
the Ukraine on a Fulbright Schol-
arship. She taught courses in U.S. 
instruction to undergraduates. She 
resides in Peoria.  
Mike D. Stalter ’82 retired as chief 
fiscal officer of the Pontiac Correc-
tional Center, and then returned to 
teaching in the public schools. He 
lost his wife, Mary, to cancer. Their 
fight against the disease is chroni-
cled in the book he authored, Still 
Have Faith: A Husband’s Story 
About a 21-Year War with Breast 
Cancer. He resides in Pontiac. 
Randi S. Schneider ’83, M.S. ’87, is the 
assistant to the provost for special 
projects at Kent State University in 
Ohio. She resides with her partner, 
Betsy.
Patrick B. Beagle ’84 has opened a 
financial planning firm, Wealth-
Crest Financial Services, LLC. His 
wife, Gayla F. (Troop) ’84, is using 
her years of human resources 
expertise to assist administratively. 
The couple resides in the area of 
metro Washington, D.C.
Thao Long ’84 completed a degree 
in medicine at the Southern Illi-
nois University School of Medi-
cine. He is the first in his family 
to graduate from medical school. 
He practices family medicine in 
California. He and his wife, Seng, 
are the parents of four children. 
The couple resides in Amerced, 
California.  
Lisa Shasky ’85 is a bank operations 
manager with State Farm Insur-
ance Companies. She has coau-
thored the book Naked Feet Living: 
Finding Your Real Self at Work and 
in Life. She resides in Bloomington. 
Kathleen Corrigan ’86 is a health 
system executive with Quest Diag-
nostics, working on business devel-
opment for hospital systems in the 
Midwest. She and her husband, 
Gary, reside in Kildeer. 
John Costello ’87 is the chief opera-
tions officer for Badger Sports-
wear. He and his wife, Mitzi, reside 
in Mooresville, North Carolina. 
Adrienne (Marek) Smith ’88 is a 
self-employed professional artist. 
She volunteers at The Farnsworth 
House in Plano. She and her hus-
band, Clark, reside in Oswego.
Lew Sauder ’89 completed an M.B.A. 
at Northwestern University’s Kel-
logg School of Business. He has 
been a project manager with top-
tier and boutique consulting firms 
for 17 years. He has authored The 
ABCs of Project Management, an 
ebook released this year. He also 
wrote Consulting 101. He resides in 
Plainfield.  
Janel Eisenbarth Smith ’89 is the 
bookstore manager at Black Hawk 
College. She and her husband, 
Douglas, reside in Kewanee. 
David Stratton, M.S. ’89, M.F.A. ’92, 
has more than 20 years experi-
ence as a designer, consultant, 
and painter. A professor of art and 
graphic design at Brescia Univer-
sity, he has artwork placed in local, 
regional, and national exhibits. 
He has captured several honors. 
In 2011 he was chosen as the 
American Graphic Design Award 
winner for his “Fishers of Youth” 
logo. There were nearly 9,000 
entries. He resides in Owensboro, 
Kentucky.
90s
Joel Williams ’90 is an account 
manager with O’Reilly-DePalma 
Marketing Communications. He 
has been recognized by the Geor-
gia chapter of the Public Relations 
Society of America for his work 
publicizing American Standard 
Brands. He received a Phoenix 
Award for feature writing about 
the plumbing manufacturer. The 
award is the professional business 
association’s top honor. He and his 
wife reside in Frankfort. 
Susan Swartwout, M.A. ’91, D.A. ’96, is 
a professor of English at Southeast 
Missouri State University. She 
established and is publisher of the 
Southeast Missouri State Universi-
ty Press, and editor of the national 
literary journal Big Muddy. She 
received the PRIDE Award in 2011 
from the university. The honor 
recognizes a faculty member who 
has demonstrated excellence as a 
teacher, an extraordinary level of 
scholarship and service, and whose 
overall accomplishments are 
noteworthy. She resides in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri. 
Joe Vranicar ’91 has worked for 
20 years in IT sales, including 
time spent as director of sales for 
Hewlett-Packard’s networking in 
the central region. He has joined 
Polycom, Inc., as an area vice 
president of Enterprise Central. 
He will focus on growing sales of 
Olymcom UC and video collabora-
tion solutions to enterprises. He 
resides in Sugar Grove. 
Jennifer Booker-Smith ’94, is a piano 
teacher. She and her husband, 
Jason ’95, are the parents of a 
daughter. Christina Cynthia Renee 
was born in July of 2011. They 
reside in Bloomington.
Jennifer L. Bennett ’95, M.B.A. ’06, 
is a business analyst with Archer 
Daniels Midland Company. She 
and her husband, Bruce, reside in 
Decatur. 
Campus connection continues
Friendships that formed in 1969 as undergraduates settled in on the 11th floor of Hewett Hall still remain strong 
today for five women. For the past four decades they have supported each other through marriages, parenting, 
and careers as educators. They enjoyed a reunion last year in Dillon, Colorado. They are, from left, Marilyn (Mau) 
Bottorff ’73 of Darien; Lynne (Corcoran) Weber ’73 of Princeton; Kathy (Beall) Pfeiffer ’73 of New Lenox; Marlene 
(Bailey) Norris of DeKalb; and Nancy (Parrish) Kuglin ’73 of Frankfort. 
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Mary (McCullick) Sommervold ’96 is 
a national account planner with 
Comcast Spotlight. She and her 
husband, Brian ’95, were married 
in September of 2011. They met at 
ISU in 1994 as Manchester Hall 
floormates. After finding each 
other through ISU’s alumni direc-
tory, they reconnected years later 
and began dating. He is a regional 
operations manager with Trans-
corr. They reside in Westfield, 
Indiana. 
Laura Wilson ’97, M.S. ’06, is a stay-
at-home mom after teaching 12 
years in Christian and charter 
schools. She and her husband, Dan, 
are the parents of a son. Bryant 
Daniel was born in August of 2011. 
They reside in Colorado. 
Amy M. Hansen ’98 is the director 
of Good Clinical Practice Ser-
vices at The Weinberg Group in 
Washington, D.C. She provides 
international project management 
and oversight for quality assurance 
audits to assess compliance with 
FDA Regulations, ICH Guidelines, 
and other regulatory agencies. She 
resides in Davenport, Iowa.
Michael D. Harris ’98 is the market-
ing coordinator for the Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority. 
He resides in Las Vegas. 
Licia L. Johnson ’98 is a deposit 
operations associate with Popular 
Community Bank in Rosemont. 
She authored the book Strength 
to Speak: One Woman’s Struggle 
to Make Peace with the Past. She 
resides in Chicago. 
Craig M. Derrig ’99 completed a juris 
doctorate at John Marshall Law 
School. He has been named a part-
ner with the national law firm of 
Wilson Elser. He is a member of the 
general liability and casualty, prod-
uct liability, and commercial litiga-
tion practices in the firm’s Chicago 
office. He resides in  Frankfort. 
Laurie B. Sweeney ’99, M.S. ’01, 
earned a certificate in fundraising 
management at Indiana University, 
and is a certified fundraising exec-
utive through the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals. She has 
been promoted to direct alumni 
relations, fundraising, and donor 
stewardship as the new vice presi-
dent for advancement at Columbus 
College of Art & Design in Ohio. 
She previously worked as interim 
director of the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Columbus. She resides in 
Columbus, Ohio. 
00s
Kyle Kreger ’02 has been named 
general manager of the Normal 
CornBelters. He has worked in the 
front office for the team since its 
inception in 2009. He resides in 
Frankfort.
Christopher R. Marx ’02 is the owner 
of Redbird Plumbing. His wife, 
Lisa L. (Shiner) ’01, is a marketing 
specialist with Farnsworth Group 
and the director of marketing for 
Redbird Plumbing. They are the 
parents of a daughter. Victoria 
Rose was born in November of 
2011. They reside in Normal. 
Erika McCall ’03, M.S. ’05, is an 
educator, motivational speaker, 
and the author of the book Go 
For Yours. The book targets the 
hip-hop generation, and is a guide 
for young people eager to break 
from conventions. She resides in 
Chicago.
Ryan H. Sass ’03 is the national 
director of sales with Southern 
Wine and Spirits. His wife, Molly 
(Theobald) ’02, is a stay-at-home 
mom. They reside in Hebron, 
Kentucky. 
Jordan Arseneau ’04 is a photogra-
pher and editor at Tribune Broad-
casting, which is a parent company 
to WGN Television in Chicago. He 
Redbird legacy
Dr. Fred Gletten ’71 came to Illinois State in the 1960s on a football scholarship. A 
letter-winner and cocaptain of the football team, he enrolled with plans of becom-
ing a teacher. 
That changed when he met David Brusick, M.S. ’65, Ph.D. ’70. A graduate 
student at the time, Brusick became a mentor and friend who convinced Gletten to 
pursue a career as a physician after graduating with a biological sciences degree. 
“It all started at ISU,” said Gletten, who went on to complete a medical degree 
and is now a gastroenterologist in California. Still appreciative of his ISU education 
for creating the foundation that led to his success, Gletten maintains a close con-
nection to the University.
A member of the College of Arts and Sciences Hall of Fame, he has estab-
lished an ISU scholarship to help academically talented biology students with 
financial needs. “I want to be a person who assists those students who are finan-
cially unable to attend college,” he said. 
With such a strong tie to campus, Gletten was especially pleased when his 
oldest of two sons, Frederick, chose to attend Illinois State. He will complete his 
accounting major in 2013. 
“It’s special to think he walks the same ground I did and is in the same build-
ings. I couldn’t think of a better place to start off his education. It would have been 
better if he was in science, but I guess accounting is okay, too,” Gletten joked. 
“Dad wanted me to come here to Illinois State. It’s cool to be here, seeing the 
things that he is always talking about,” Frederick said, musing that he also appreci-
ates the colder Illinois temperatures to a California heat wave. 
To ward off the Midwestern chill, Frederick often wears his father’s football 
letter sweater. “I think he ripped me off,” Gletten laughed. “He went to my closet and nabbed the sweater. I told him not to damage it.” 
In fact, the sweater remains in such good shape that Frederick has had requests to sell it. He’s not interested, as the treasured keepsake remains 
a tangible reminder of the Gletten family’s Illinois State legacy.  
Accounting student Frederick Gletten stands in front of a timeline in 
Linkins at Tri Towers. He is wearing the letter sweater of his father, 
Dr. Fred Gletten, who is shown in a timeline photo, top left.
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has captured an Emmy for Out-
standing Achievement for Maga-
zine Programming for his work on 
the Chicago’s Best series. The pro-
gram is a food and lifestyle show 
that showcases restaurants in the 
Chicago area in various categories 
and cuisines. He and his wife, 
Nikki, are the parents of two sons. 
They reside in Homewood.
Dan Burkart ’04 is the dean of stu-
dents at Shepherd Middle School 
in Ottawa. His work involves han-
dling discipline issues, evaluating 
staff, supervising extracurricular 
events, and evaluating test scores. 
He resides in Peru. 
Ben Cappuccitti ’04 is a native of the 
outskirts of Paris. He attended Illi-
nois State on a full tennis scholar-
ship and was the team’s top singles 
player. He has since worked as 
an assistant to Jose Higueras, a 
world-renowned professional ten-
nis coach to such greats as Pete 
Sampras. Cappuccitti spent four 
years as the director of the Higuer-
as-Gorin Tennis Academy in Sac-
ramento, California. He is now the 
tennis pro at Kiwi Tennis Club at 
Indian Harbour Beach, Florida. 
Dylana Carlson ’04 is the director 
of recruitment at Carl Sandburg 
College. She previously served as 
the college’s coordinator of student 
life. Prior to joining the college she 
was an admissions counselor at 
Lincoln Christian University and a 
recruiter for American Hospitality 
Academy. She resides in Galesburg. 
Brian J. Mahoney ’04 is an assistant 
principal with Lyons Township 
High School District 204. His 
wife, Melissa (Zeiter) ’04, is a senior 
designer with Whitney, Inc. They 
reside in Glen Ellyn. 
Mitchell E. Elatkin ’05 is a case man-
ager, learning specialist, and 12th 
grade team lead for the Nobel Net-
work of Charter Schools. He and 
his partner reside in Chicago. 
Dennis Kamradt Jr. ’05 is a police 
officer in Chicago, where he 
resides. 
Elaine ‘Eli’ Collins-Brown, Ed.D. ’06, 
has been hired as a department of 
medical education faculty member 
at Western Michigan University. 
She is the first faculty member 
hired in the university’s School 
of Medicine, which will open in 
the fall of 2014. She will work on 
curriculum development for the 
school and will train faculty. She 
and her husband, George, reside in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan.
Joe Mahoney ’06 works in the ana-
lytical software group within IBM 
and is a member of the company’s 
Corporate Service Corps. He was 
chosen from thousands of appli-
cants for the program that sends 
employees to struggling communi-
ties in emerging markets for a four-
week, problem-solving assignment. 
Mahoney served in India in Febru-
ary. He resides in Chicago. 
Megan S. Buckman ’07 completed 
a master’s degree in educational 
leadership and administration 
from Benedictine University. 
She is a National Board Certified 
Teacher-Exceptional Needs Spe-
cialist. She is a special education 
and high school life skills teacher 
in St. Charles School District 303. 
She resides in South Elgin. 
Mike Cuzzone ’07 completed a mas-
ter’s degree in sports administra-
tion at the University of Miami. 
He is the Great Lakes regional 
manager with USA Football, which 
is the official football development 
partner of the NFL. He resides in 
Downers Grove. 
Britton H. Devier, M.S. ’07, is the 
technology teacher, head football 
coach, and assistant athletic direc-
tor with Woodmore Local Schools 
in Ohio. He was hired last year as 
the youngest head football coach 
in the state. He is a member of 
the board of directors for Epsilon 
Pi Tau, International Honorary 
for Professions in Technology. He 
resides in Bowling Green, Ohio. 
Zachary J. Fleming ’07, M.S. 10, is 
a social science teacher at East 
Peoria Community High School 
District 309. He and his wife, Erica 
(Reinhart) ’09, were married in 
August of 2011. She is a special 
education teacher at the same high 
school. They reside in East Peoria. 
Erin (Granato) McLean ’07 is a spe-
cial education teacher at Alan 
B. Shepard High School in Palos 
Heights. She and her husband, Rich 
’08, were married in July of 2011. 
He is a senior account manager 
with CDW, LLC in Chicago. They 
reside in Mokena.
Jennifer L. Schuckman ’07 is a mar-
keting representative with John 
Deere Harvester Works. She and 
her husband, Kory, were married 
in May of 2011. They reside in 
Moline. 
Briana Weiner ’07 is a techni-
cal assistance coordinator for 
the Illinois PBIS Network. Her 
husband, Steven ’07, is a certified 
public accountant. They reside in 
Chicago. 
Ashley Cobert ’08 is a public rela-
tions account executive at Primum 
Redbird pride around the world
An Illinois State connection remains strong for a group of alums who 
came to the University as international students. The men gathered for 
a lunch in Hong Kong last fall. They are, from left, Anthony Au Yeung, 
M.B.A. ’85; Alex Leung, M.B.A. ’81; Peter Cheung ’79; and Stephen Lau 
Chung-on, M.B.A. ‘79.
Friendship extends over time
It’s been more than three decades since a group of friends crossed the 
Illinois State commencement stage, and yet their bond remains strong. 
The five women, all 1975 graduates, enjoyed a Redbird reunion last year. 
They are, front row from left, Joyce (Webb) Penland of San Antonio, 
Texas; and Janice (Webb) McElvain of Kewanee. Back row from left, 
Chris Craine of Naperville; Gretchen (Lester) Breedlove of Des Moines, 
Iowa; and Kathy (Karau) Butler of Clemmons, North Carolina.
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Marketing Communications. She 
resides in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 
Anastasia Heimberger ’08 teaches 
language arts and social studies 
to 7th grade students in Worth 
School District 127. She and her 
husband, David ’07, were married 
in October of 2011. He is a senior 
financial analyst with Inland 
American. They reside in Downers 
Grove. 
Axel Jimenez, M.B.A. ’08, is a State 
Farm Insurance Companies agent. 
He and his wife, Carrie, reside in 
Normal.
Brian Kelly ’08 is an account manag-
er with Ace Graphics, Inc., which 
is a commercial printer. His wife, 
Nikki (Padera) ’07, has been teach-
ing autistic children for four years. 
They reside in Warrenville. 
Elisha (Wilkerson) Sharpe ’08 is a 
teacher at Tri-C Elementary. She 
and her husband, Patrick, were 
married in October of 2011. They 
reside in Marion.
10s
Michael L. Klos ’10 is the band direc-
tor at Reed Custer Middle School 
in Braidwood. He also teaches 
beginning band with fifth grade 
students at the intermediate 
school. He and his wife, Julia M. 
George-Klos ’10, were married in 
November of 2011. They reside in 
Aurora.
Megan M. VanGorder ’10 works for 
the University of Illinois-Exten-
sion as a site coordinator with 
UNITY Community Center, which 
reaches 45 low-income youth for 
afterschool programming in the 
Bloomington-Normal area. She 
and her husband, David, reside in 
Bloomington.
Mark Darnall, M.S. ’11, is the direc-
tor of basketball operations at the 
University of California at Davis. 
He writes with his father, former 
student Bruce Darnall. The two 
authored an article about Juan 
Pierre titled “Juan Pierre, A Great 
Place in Life.” Pierre is a left 
fielder with the Chicago White 
Sox. They also authored “Andy 
Studebaker: ‘Chief’ Defender.” He 
is with the Kansas City Chiefs. The 
articles appeared in Athletes In 
Action, which is an online publica-
tion of Campus Crusade for Christ. 
Cassandra Rice ’11 is an associate 
software engineer with Accenture. 
She resides in Oak Forest. 
Jennifer Swanson ’11 teaches at 
Iroquois West Upper Elementary 
School. She resides in Danforth. 
Brandon G. Thornton ’11 teaches math 
at the high school in Bloomington, 
where he resides. 
Brianne Werry ’11 is in the process 
of building an independent restau-
rant/kitchen management consult-
ing company. She and her husband, 
Nathan ’10, were married in Octo-
ber of 2011. He is a developer. They 
reside in Park Forest.
Our troops
Col. Billy W. Rogers ’85 is a combat 
engineer with the U.S. Army. He 
has been promoted from the rank 
of lieutenant colonel to colonel. 
In memory  
Faculty/staff
Sidney T. Barlow Jr., Building Ser-
vice Worker; 11/11
Everett E. Bauer, Ed.D. ’73, Special 
Education; 12/11
J. Andre Cadieux, Milner Library; 
11/11
John A. Capasso, Milner Library; 
12/11
Jacilyn M. (Buff ) Gordon, Building 
Service Worker; 11/11
Wayne Huebner, English; 9/11
Margie K. (Bohl) Irwin, Curricu-
lum and Instruction; 10/11
John L. Johnston, Industrial Tech-
nology; 1/12
William “Big Bill” Kessinger, Phys-
ical Plant; 1/12
Michael E. Moss, Grounds; 1/12
Anna (Miller) Scott, Food Services; 
11/11
Anna M. (Polo) Sinclair, Purchas-
ing; 12/11
Norma Bertram Steele, Milner 
Library; 12/11
20s
Naomi F. (Lowe) Wahlgren ’28; 
11/11
Elmer E. Wilson ’28; 11/07
30s
Mioma G. (Gentry) Shaw ’31; 11/11
Ruth M. Rinehart ’32; 4/99
Marjorie Fyfe Keeley ’33; 6/11
Lyla M. Worner ’34, ’70; 4/06
F. Kendrick Bangs ’36; 11/11
Dorothy Anderson Coyne ’36; 11/11
LaVerne D. Lundstrom ’37; 1/12
Earl G. Reeves ’37; 12/11
Cecile M. Sutton ’37; 11/05
Lucille (Johnson) May ’38, ’74; 
12/11
Mary W. Gasaway ’39; 10/10
Loren E. Mills ’39; 5/01
Mary F. Rigsby ’39, ’79; 1/89
40s
Wilman J. Favero ’40; 12/11
Dorothy C. Hall ’40, ’66; 11/06
Helen A. LaBounty ’40; 12/11
Betty Wolfe Wheeler ’40, M.S. ’71; 
1/12
Lawrence T. Cargnino ’41, M.S. 
’48; 1/12
Mary Kuntz ’41; 12/11
Alberta L. (Saloga) Youssi ’42; 11/11
Margaret Richardson ’45; 6/10
Dorothy Stanley ’45; 12/11
Eithal L. (Hanson) Curry ’46; 1/12
Delora A. (Nafzinger) Wharrie 
’46; 3/11
Elinore J. Hansen ’47; 5/10
Mary A. Callery Thomas ’47; 12/11
Imogene Blue ’48; 1/12
Kenneth L. Camp ’49; 4/10
50s
Donald G. Dawson ’50; 12/11
Ruth (Trainor) Hartley ’50; 3/09
John B. Janes ’50; 2/12
Elma Leigh ’50, M.S. ’67; 9/11
Donald E. Seaton ’50; 11/11
John H. O’Connor ’51, M.S. ’51; 
11/11
Donald A. Turnquist ’51, M.S. ’52; 
8/11
Robert D. Gilfoy ’52, M.S. ’56; 4/09
Alice M. Markwalder ’52; 2/11
Michael J. Sgobba ’52; 12/11
Helen (Sizemore) Adams, M.S. 
’53; 12/11
Elizabeth H. Butkus ’53; 11/11
Patricia (Heinzman) Hoffman ’53, 
M.S. ’53; 11/11
Alice M. Purdes ’53, M.S. ’54; 11/11
Tina Neustadter Brink ’54; 9/11
Gladly they teach
The staff at Central High School and John L. Nash Middle School in 
Clifton realized last fall what a strong Illinois State bond they share. 
The number of ISU alums was obvious when the school had a “Wear 
Your College Gear Day.” With 20 wearing Redbird attire, a photo in the 
gymnasium was a must!
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Carlynne (South) Dree Engel ’55; 
1/12
Alfred D. Larson ’55; 12/11
Robert O. McKinley ’55; 1/12
Gladys M. (Haun) Mann ’55; 12/11
Joanne L. (Anderson) Payne ’55; 
11/11
Kenlay W. Tobler ’55; 1/12
Shirlee M. Tripp ’55; 10/11
John T. Hazard ’56; 11/11
Albert C. Inkster ’56, M.S. ’60; 1/12
Martin Moon ’56, M.S. ’64; 1/12
Eileen R. (May) Wilmoth ’56; 12/11
Peter T. Ternetti ’57; 12/11
Mary A. (Plager) Bicker ’59; 12/11
Annabel E. Brucker ’59; 4/11
Bonnie H. Litwiller ’59, M.S. ’60; 
1/12
Robert L. Morgan ’59; 12/11
Paul L. Sievers ’59; 11/11
60s
George W. Bertram ’60, M.S. ’68; 
12/11
Llewellyn E. Licht, M.S. ’60; 6/10
Ada L. (Young) Tharp, M.S. ’60; 
1/12
C. Donald Chapman ’61; 5/11
Hugo H. Dahm ’61; 5/10
John C. Rush ’61; 7/11
Terence P. Williams ’62; 7/11
Richard M. Leslie ’63, M.S. ’64; 
11/11
Joleen A. Cole ’64; 11/11
Jeanne Akerman ’65; 1/12
Cheryl Benner ’65; 8/11
Lloyd W. Wineburner ’65; 12/09
Gary G. Gahm ’66; 6/11
Keith W. Stone ’66, M.S. ’70; 10/11
Clarence A. Ritter ’67; 10/11
James L. Boitnott ’68; 12/11
Agnes J. (Snell) Udoka ’68; 12/11
Brian D. Wisher ’68, M.S. ’70; 1/12
Margaret E. (Poling) Giles ’69; 
12/11
Patricia A. Kuhlmann ’69; 11/11
Susan Poindexter ’69; 10/11
Robert M. Stengel ’69; 10/10
70s
Larry T. Moore, M.A. ’70; 1/12
Gwen (Hunt) Lindholm, M.S. ’71; 
12/11
Joseph L. Savage ’71; 1/12
Gary J. Szczeblewski ’71; 11/11
Jan E. Bieser ’72; 12/11
Vivian L. Chandler ’72; 9/10
Robert G. Scranton, M.S. ’72; 11/11
Celia Kretschmer Wesle, M.A. ’72; 
10/11
Queva B. (Sell) Aeschliman ’73; 
11/11
Roger B. Bertsche ’73; 11/11
Donald R. Callaway, M.S. ’73; 11/11
Nancy (Norris) Rogers ’73; 12/11
David E. Ryan ’73, M.S ’74; 12/11
Rebecca J. (Brubaker) Trewartha 
’73, M.S. ’79; 1/12
Connie S. (Smith) Cave ’74; 11/11
Thomas J. Frasor ’74; 11/11
Michael S. Hussong ’74; 12/11
Cecil Bryant ’75; 9/08
Nancy A. Neely ’75; 12/11
John W. Coakley II ’76; 12/11
Mary Ann Bucklar Smith ’76; 1/12
Jerry R. Eisenbarth ’77; 7/11
John L. Lund ’77; 12/11
James A. Steele, M.S. ’77; 1/12
Charles A. Piske ’78; 11/11
Dennis J. Brookman Sr. ’79, M.S. 
’80; 11/11
James W. Williams III ’79; 10/11
80s
Teryl “Terry” L. Saunders ’81; 11/11
Shelby S. Sprague ’82; 8/99
Katherine L. (Baker) Begolka ’83; 
1/12 
Barbara W. (O’Neill) Duffy ’83; 
10/11
Richard L. Bianchi, M.S. ’84; 4/08
Dana M. D’Andrea ’84; 11/11
David L. Howe ’84; 11/11
Kyle J. Kent ’84; 12/11
Tracy L. Love Lowther ’85; 1/12
Lanette K. Sohn Tommerdahl ’85; 
1/12
Dlorah J. (Ward) Zehr ’85; 12/11
Anthony L. Albrecht ’86; 1/12
Patricia L. Gallagher-Stearns ’88, 
M.S. ’90; 11/11
Christine M. Beatty ’89; 1/12
David L. Zeller ’89; 12/11
90s
Anton “Tony” D. Boma ’94; 1/12
Margaret (Briddick) Bryan ’94; 
1/12
Ronald W. Shain ’94; 12/11
Sharon A. (Killackey) Berryhill 
’99; 1/12
Christopher C. Starkey, M.F.A. 
’99; 1/12
00s
Regina L. Jansen ’04; 1/12
Tacy A. (Tucker) Cicciarelli ’05; 
1/12
Stephanie E. Fisher ’09; 11/11
STATE
Three easy ways to submit your information
1)  Go online to www.Alumni.ilstu.edu/news and click on “class 
notes.” Information submitted using this method will also be 
posted online.
2) Email your news to sjblyst@IllinoisState.edu.
3)  Mail your news to Class Notes, Illinois State University,  
Alumni Relations, Campus Box 3100, Normal, IL 61790-3100. 
Please include your graduation year, major, maiden name 
when applicable, and daytime phone number for verification 
purposes. News releases and information from published news 
clippings may also be used. Engagements and pregnancies will 
not be published.
For additional information, contact Alumni Relations at (309) 438-
2586 or (800) 366-4478, or by email at alumni@IllinoisState.edu. 
Back together again
Illinois State’s 2011 Homecoming created the perfect opportunity for 
friends who met as students living in Hamilton Hall in 1967 to reconnect. 
The trio works to unite annually. They are, from left, Alice (Monteith) 
Wainwright ’72 of Bloomington; Nicki (Pike) Rosenbaum ’71, M.S. ’85, 
Certificate ’91, of Pontiac; Holli (Mix) Kingsley ’71 of Stoughton, WI.
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AlumniUpdate     Update your information online at Alumni.IllinoisState.edu/myinfo
Name (including maiden) Graduation year(s)
Major(s) Degree(s)
Mailing address
City State Zip
Home phone Cell phone Email address
Professional title or position Employer
City State Zip
Work phone Work email address
Marital status Spouse’s/partner’s name (including maiden if Illinois State graduate)
In addition to above, please list any career changes, awards, honors, marriages, births, or memorial information that you would like 
reported in Illinois State. Please report only events that have occurred. Announcements will appear as soon as possible.
Signature (required)
Return to: Illinois State University, Donor and Information Services
Campus Box 8000, Normal, IL 61790-8000
Facsimile: (309) 438-2294  • Email: DemographicUpdate@IllinoisState.edu
( )
( )
( )
Illinois State alumni can visit the Career Center for job search and 
networking assistance. The Career Center provides:
•  Annual Career Fairs held on campus in the fall and spring semesters;
•  E-Recruiting to search free online for full-time positions, schedule 
on-campus interviews, upload resumes, and more;
• Individualized assistance from career advisors;
• Resume critiques and mock interviews;
•  NEW! Interview Stream an online video interviewing tool; and
•  NEW! Alumni Career Fair where participants meet employers 
specifically seeking Illinois State alumni.
Turn to page 30 for more information. 
CareerCenter.IllinoisState.edu  |  (309) 438-2200
CareerCenter.IllinoisState.edu/facebook
Need a helping hand?
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Senior Aisha Praught finished her cross country season with a career-best 5K 
time of 17:46.6. The team also soared, securing the first women’s ISU MVC 
cross country championship last season. 
Praught and her teammates exemplify the partnership needed to excel, 
on the field and in the classroom. Teamwork is essential when it comes to 
financial support as well. 
This year, Illinois State is counting on alumni participation to help reach 
an important goal before fiscal year end June 30. Your support is needed.  
Each gift is an investment that strengthens student opportunities and, 
ultimately, increases the value of your degree. 
Be a part of Illinois State’s winning team by supporting your  
passion today. Make your gift by using the enclosed envelope, by calling 
(800) 366-4478, or by giving online at IllinoisState.edu/giving.
It’s all about teamwork
veryE
Mattersgift
Donor and Information Services
Campus Box 8000
Normal, IL 61790-8000
Gorgeous gardens
The Genevieve Green Gardens at Ewing Cultural Center are a place of 
serenity and beauty enjoyed by the entire community. Species native 
to the area are exhibited on the grounds, which include a fountain, 
benches, and fully accessible bricked walkways. Visitors roam at 
their leisure. Tours of the manor are also offered. Learn more at 
EwingManor.IllinoisState.edu, where a virtual tour is available. 
